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Chriſtianity, 
and Im 


the Uolpel. T he Heathen 
World ſat in Darkneſs, was 
I ſecure in Miſery: As one 
| :hat ſleeps is pleas d with 
1 ihe Scenes of Fancy ; be 
| Dreams of Treaſures 9 
| Gold,of: Gardens, of Feaſts, 
j and thinks the painted Ap- 
1 pearances, the [; uper fictal 
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The PxErFacs, 
Colours of Good to be Rea- | 
lities: thus whilſt Rea- 
ſon was: darkned 'by Senſe, 
' the World was content with 
pleaſant Deluſrons. Whaa- 
 mongst the many pretenders 
to Wiſdom, bad a conum- 
cing knowledy of the Blef- 
ſed Eternity to come? Who | 
had a glimpſe of that Hap» 
pineſs that "reſults from the. 
frght of God in Glory? This 
Tnſirution ſo refreſhing our 
Spirits, \darkned with Sor- 
rows bere,'tomes \from the 
School of "Heaven: as the} 
Bun revives us" by its 
on ch&r-| 
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The Pazefon! 


chearful Appearauce.,, and © 


J efordsr that Light avitbout 
. which. ik\zpere Henpaicle tQ 


bebald:it. 1 

i\ During the Laget Dif 
penſation, there; was\\g Mit 
TH th&futnre —_ T 
notice | of i\ Exerngl. Things 


was a Twill Agha with 


Shadows. he Revelation 
of the Hegvenly Glary was 
reſeru'd till our, Saviour s 
appearing in the World, 
who purchas d it with the 


deareſt price, and offers it 


#pon Jucb: gracious Terms, 


A 4 that 


' + 4. Ie "A * 


Pa a 


Aﬀedions- are too ſbeh and 
faint, with reſpe&'to that 
excellent Happineſs. Are 
not the firſt Notions of 
T bings | 
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"uy uy are written. tn 


if wince ws, that what's for 
af ever, i 10 be preferr'd. be- 
4 a 


Lives, than ard, will. 
chaſe foos only for 9 
Tet 'tis firange to _ 
ment zhat in "2. 
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ſufficient to.con. 


bings of Infi- 
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th Boulygre «4 _ mahervg' 
| Wo Fudgmen 
antÞUbiite; Nuff theywnerk' 
porn een, 7 
themfeloes;" androbſtinately 
PR own-kizp- 
FT. hes Life to.'come 
mb Peyonbeall «poſſeble 
Nrirber of - the Fe; 
Ti*thy# fo Jeat and fares, 
Mar the: Bu ſhadow of \'E, 
it"'fhall« never« eclipſe at': 
T he Soils fhull be in a \ſftate 
of higheft> PerfeGion\ -and 
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*1 always affords new aid. e- 
liz ble Delights : and what 
yp in compariſon againſt 
this 
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/ Earth: whoſe Pleaſures are 


this tranſcendent Fi elicity { 
in Heaven ? The poor de-. | 
| ney Van afe on | 


fo ſhallow and empty, that © 
they cant ſatisfy the Sen- 
ſer, much leſs our. noble 
and comprebenfrue Farul- 
ves : whoſe Grieft are ſome- 
times fo. heavy and oppreſ- 
of the World are no more 
effeFual to relieve the Sou 
avouring wnder them, 
than the ſounding of B raſs, 
and the tinchling of ora 


als, 


T bas. uſually done - by the 
| Heathens, were to free the- 
| Moo fromits dark Eclij 
| which they fancied to 
| mn extremity, Tet the 
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Preferments, the or 
Ricbes, oo vain Pleafures 


here are choſen, Nope ed 
ly and eagerly perſue 
ml the 1 finite everlaſting 
neſs y/2nn ter wnder- 
d and rejefted. . But as 
the Wonder Aya that 8 
Man doth not ſee in the 
Cleareft Day, by ſaying, He 
# blind: ſo Carnal Men 


are 


— FT , 


on _—_— without, \Fa aith, that.xs, 
the. Imernal gh, of [he 
Mind, they. do, not. ſte aft! 
belive the: Realny of. Jar | 
Divine World, ihs 0 ſoclearly | 
open'd 7 in the Goſpel. 1 bey 
are under fo ſtrong 4 Des 
\ frouand Error of Senſuality; 
F that the y vilifh. a4 Spiritual. 
VF Happineſs a Glorious Fu- 
turity, and preſent ſeuſth ble. 
T7. hings of no price 1 compa-! 
riſon, have the higheſt Place 
in their Eſteem and Afﬀetty- 
ons. The ptoper ATA to 
recover Mai from 118.9224 
- ul 
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Inkeritance.m\ the-SaintSe 
aud. to repreſent thi\Vorkd, - 
and the next, as they areito 

" their 


nnceaſrng Lo = 
- That the Gai : 


vent(Frq 
CE nes 
the-Fatheri otiGlory, 
| g1Vc« tNtO channibelipana 
of,MV r{domand Revelak 
tion vn. et knowledgr.oh 
| him;\UEhe Eyes-ofr.cheid 
{| Underſtandingg\b 
hghtned I thaviithey MAY. 
{| know iwhat is the dbp: 
1 his Qallmg,,and what the 
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—_ their Hearts, as 
turn the. Stream of their In- 
debwonss | into; the right 
Channel; thai the judictons- 
Compari 37 arty (0, - 


the rn 5 any ouing Ry 


( are wam- and tr auſaenut 
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ol T hings ſtable and ſolid 
| a the Crag da of Eter- 
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Jon xiv. 1. 


Is my Father's Houſe are 
many Muanſrons ; if it 
were not ſo, | would bave 
told you : I goto prepare 
a Place for you. 


UR bleſſed Saviour in the 

words, applies Heavenly 

Comfort to his Diſciples, 

to {upport their drooping 

Spirits in his abſence from them : 
e foretold* 


all ſeek me : and as I ſaid 


you. Je 


t the Fews, whither I go, ye cannot 
came : ſo now 1 ſay unto-you. This 
tenderly affected their Hearts : But 
that their Sorrow might not flow 
intaDeſpair, he aſlures them, that 
J B 


therr 


his departure ; Little Chrzigy, 
C coy 4 4 little while 1 am with: | 


A Deſcription of the ble ſſed Place | 
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* - accompliſhing his Promiſes, is the 


and delightful to our Saviour, than 


their Separation ſhould not be final, . 
and that it was not the ſingular Pri- | 
vilege of St. Peter, that he ſhould 
follow him hereafter ; but_.that there 
were Rooms reſerved in Heaven 


-for then all, and He would. return 


and receive them to Himſelf.” This 
Conſolation He addrefles to them in 
a very atteQionate manner, Let not 
your Flearts be troubled : No Work 
1s more Divine, none more proper 


to comfort the afflicted Spirits of his } ; 
People. He dire&ts them, T# believe Þ 
in Goa, \believe alſo in me. God is 
the Supreme Objett of Faith, his 
unchangeable Love and Faithful-" 
neſs, with his infinite Power in the: 


Security of Believers. Chriſt; as 
Mediator between: God and guil 

Creatures, 1s the immediate Obje&d 
of our Faith ; for he reftores us to 
the Favour of God, therefore *tis 
faid;we believe in God by him. Af 
ter this Preface to'calm the unquiet 
| Agita- 
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Agitations [of their Minds, and 
make them more receptive of com- 
fort, he propoſeth to them ; 

2. A blefled Dattrine'; In my Fa- 
ther's Houſe are many Manſions, capa» 
ble to receive-all his Diſciples. | _ 

2. Gives them an infallible afſu+ 
rance of it. - 1 From his inviolate 
Love and Truth, If it were not ſo, 
Þwould have tald you.'' 2. That his 
going away, was not to.reign alone 
inthe Kingdom of Glory, but to pre- 
pare 4' place for them. 


The Point that I ſhall. diſcourſe of 
from theſe words, is this; There1s 
a bleſſed 'Place' Above prepared for: 
allthe faithful Diſciples 'of Chriſt, 
wherein they ſhall be glorified with 
humor ever. 


_ Anthe managing this Argument, 


I'willendeavour; 


r. -To.reprefent the Excellencies 
$ ofthis Place ſpecified by his Father's 
J B 2 Houſe, 


. 


& Deſcription of the bleſſed Place | 


Houſe, and the ftate oÞ Felicity that ' 
is inſeparable from all that dwell in ' 
16S ; | 
* 2; Conſider the infallible Afu 
rance we have of obtaining it. « 
1. The Excellencies of this Place | 
may be argued from the Maker of } 
- it, and its Attributes ſpecified in F. 
© Texwims. Scripture. Firſt, God is ſaid to be 
F FIN the artificial Builder of this City, to 
pF ſignify a correſpondent Excellency 
inthe Work to the Divine Maker. 
All the Works of God have a Di- 
vine Impreſſion of his Power and: 
| Providence, but in ſame are more 
conſpicuons CharaQers 'of his Per- 
fetions : For the wiſe Author of all 
Things, hath ordered their- ſeyeral 
degrees: of Excellence, both in the 
Matter, and various Art of adorn+: 
ing them, ſuitable to the End for 
hich they were deſign'd.. - Now 
. SS ſupreme Heaven was made to: 
be the Temple of the Divine Maje- 
ﬆy, wherein -he would diffuſe the 
richeſt Beams of his Goodneſs and 
ATE yy Glory 
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24 Glory to his choſen Servants for 


ever, and accordingly is a moſt noble 


gYork of tis Omnipotent Hand ; and 


there are two. Remarks to be made 
in its Creation,.from whence we 
may infer its age? Excellency. 

1. *Tis the 7 


Si I of the 
_ Creation. Amongſt intelleQtual Be- 


ings, the Angels are the Firſt-Born 
of God's Power; and in Natural 
and Divine Prerogatives excel Men. 
__ hence : is that wy Excellency 
of an) He-worthy Quality in 

f {i forth by a Can of 
the Angels. Excellent Wiſdom in 
David, My Lora, the Kjng, i like an 


- Angel of God. Excellent Eloquence 


by St. Pal, is ſtiled the Tongues of 
Angels. Heroick Vertue, and ex- 
cellent Holineſs in the Chriſtian 
Church, -The Houſe of David ſball 
be as the Angel of the Loyd; for that 
which 1s higheſt in any kind of Per- 
feQtion, is the Rule and Meaſure 
of the degrees of that Perfection, 
And thus in forming the material 
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World, the ſupreme Heaven, hath * 
the precedence in order and dign» 
ty, before all the other 'Parts of tt” 

Indeed Moſes only. recites particl- '} 
Jarly the Creation of the viſible 
World; and by . what | gradations 
this great 'Fabrick withall its Fur- 
niture was. compleated : . And tht 
Hiſtory of -that is inſtruttive of the 


Creation of inviſible Things, which 


1s expreſly- ſpecified "in the Goſpel. 
But, as Paradiſe: was firſt made, and 
then Man created to: be the Inhabi- 
tant of it; fo we may infer,that the 
higheſt -Heaven, the Seat of the 
Angels, was made before they were 
created. - Now the :Angels (Gwe 
are inform'd by Divine, Revelation) 
were preſent when. the: Foundations 


Job 38. 4, of the Earth were laid, aud God 
ſtretched bis Line upon #t-: Then the 


Morning Stars ſang together, and-all 


-- the Sons of God ſhouted® for joy. 


They ſaw the riſing World, the va- 
riety and beauty of its Frame, the 
admirable .Order that diſtinguiſhes 


2nd 


and: State of the Saints above. es 
and.umtes its Parts, thar all Things 
were diyinely done, and tranſpor- 
ted with wonder and joy celebrated 
' the praiſes of the Creator, 
2. The Supreme Heaven is the 

effect of God's unmediat Creation, 

The Earth with all its Ornaments 

was torm'd of preexiſtent Matter ; 

the Chaos, a contuſed Maſs, was the 

Embrio of the ſublunary World : 

but the Supreme Heaven 1s his more. 
immediate ,and exquuliit Workman- 

ſhip, and receiv'd its Being and 
e | Perfection at once. You may 1llu- 
e | ſtrate this by the Accquat is given 
e | by Moſes of the Creation of Man ; 

e | God made Man of the Duſt of the **** Þ 
) 8 Grozzd. His Body derives its Birth 
s | from the. low Elemear ;. and the 
d Wiſdom of the Creator is wonder- 
e | fulia the artificial ftructure of it : 
1 | Tis added, God breathed into his. 
'. | Noſtrils, the Breath of Life; and 
- | Man became 4 living Soul. The Earth 
> | enters 1nto the compolition of his 
Body, but his Soul was inſpired by 
B 4 the 
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the Breath of God ; that is, by his 


Divine Power immediately created ; } 


and in nobility of Natare, -and its ? 
ſpiritual Endowments, incompara- 
bly excels the Body. And the third 
Heaven, thongh not a ſpiritual Sub- 
ftance, yet inthe purity of its Na- 
ture, far tranſcends whatever was 
form'd of grofs Matter. 

This being premis'd, I wif now 


conſider what the Scripture reveals -J 


tous of that place that is eminently 2} 
the Houſe of God. ge. 
1, The Amplitude of it. Our 
Saviour tells us, The Way « narrow, 
and the Gate ſtrait that leads to it, 
ro_ cxcite our diligence ; but there 
are many Manſions in the Celeſtial | 
Pallace to encourage our Hopes. 
*Tis therefore calPd 2 City, a Kzng- 
dom. If we'look up to the ſhining 


+ Boyle, of Sky, wherein are the Sun, that by 
 »#he high _ the computation of late **\Afﬀtrono- 
Mar's Iz. Mers, ſome thouſands of times ex- 
rellefs ows Ceeds the Earth in its magnitude;' 


and innumerable Stars, and ſome of }. 
that Y 
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he ee 


that. greatneſs, that they | eighty 


{ times exceed this Globe of Earth ; 


tho to the ignorant, and therefore 
incredulous, they are judged to be 
as they appear, (upon the account of 
that unmeaſurable diſtance between 


ing points of Light: our Minds 
will be tir'd and loſt in taking mea- 
ſures of that that ſeemeth boundleſs: 


I -. and this vaſt Expanſion, with all 


the glorious Luminaries, is but the 
Portal of the Houſe of God. There- 
fore Solomon , ſetting forth the 
boundleſs Greatnefs- of God, ſaith, 
Behold the Heaven, and the Heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain him ; that 


15, neither the Airy nor Ephereal 


Heaven, nor the Supreme Heaven 


that. encompaſſes - and exceeds it. 
*Tis a fpacious Pallace, becoming 
the Divine Maker's' Greatneſs, the 
Image of his Immenſfity : and the 


State of Felicity there 1s anſwera- 
ble. The bleffed God, in whom 
. * there saneternal Union of all Per- 


teions, 


mr is WF in all to Ty Pal 
"Phe. Sun in its brightneſs may. be” 
#+413uly included in a. Spark, as the: 


Divine Excellencies be meaſur'd by "8 


created Contemplation. There. 1s * 
an-infinite variety wn the Supreme * 
- Good, that - makes it always rare 
and new 4n the fruition. The um- 
verial Love, and univerſal Fulneſs 
of the Deity, exceedingly ſatisfies 
all the Deſires, and perpetuatesithe 
3g 2 of the Saints, He: ſtiles 
if, in the gracious Covenant + 
verry v4 People, I am God A!lluffi- 
vient'; walk before me, and be perfedt. 
Hes fufficient i 1n all thino 3s that.\are 
requiſue, to the compleat Felicity 
of the moſt camprehenſive Sparits ; 
and..js ſufficient to make all that 
innuigerable , Company of ,, Angels 
and Saints, as happy as-one Per 
God # Light,” _e the Emanations 
of his Goodneſs are ſenſibly Fepres | 
lented by it. Heaven 4s.call'd, the 
Inheritance of the Saints in; Light. 
As the:Sun (his Almoner ) diffuſes 
Its * 
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its Light and: Heat fo generally,that 
4 everyone indiffterently ' enjoys it 
7 without: prejudice to others. As 
- the Suin ſtreams forth in Rays every 
moment, yet (which is a perpetual 
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Miracle in Nature) without the 
lkeaft diminution of his Luſtre and 
Efficacy : thus the Son of Righte- 
ouſneſs diſpences his influences of 
Knowledg, and: Love, and Joy, to 
all the blefſed Aflembly above, and 
is the univerſal Happineſs of all, and 
the entire Happineſs of every Saint. 


| God is an inexhauſtible Fountain of Quanum- 


Felicity : As he that drinks of a Pp ,. 
living Spring, ( tho inflam'd with rwem affe- * 
uſt) yet leaves it flowing and full 73* Fon: 


as before, fufficient to refreſh a _—_— 


thouſand Men without being dry : | Av 
thus God is able to make many 
Worlds happy. An earthly Inheri- 
tance 15 either entirely and peculiar- 


.ly the firſt Born's, or 4s leſſen'd by 


viſion : but all the Sozs of God "1% 
have the dignity of the fr /# born, Rom. 8, 
and are Heirs of God, and enjoy an 


undi- 


hn 
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as 


undivided Inheritance. . Our Hea- 
vealy Father verifies to every Saint, 
what the Father in the Parable faid ' 
to his Son, All that T have « thine. 
2. The ſtability and firmneſs of }. 
it. The Apoſtle ſaith, "Tis a" City 
that hath Foundations, whoſe Builder 
and Maker is God. Cities that are 
raiſed by the greateſt Kings, whoare 
corruptible, and mortal, are ſo flite- 
ly builr, that they may be conſum'd | 
by Fire, batter'd by Storms, and 
without external . Violence , yet 
from an inward principle of Decay, 
ſink into Ruins : but Heaven is the 
City of the living God, the Seat of 
his eternal Empire. 'This preſent 
World is like a Tent pitcht for a 
time, whilſt the Church is ſojourn- 


' 1ng in the Wilderneſs: the moſt ſo- 


Pal. 102. 
2 Peter 


Chap. 3. 


lid parts of it, the viſible Heaven, 
and Earth, {hall periſh, either by an 
entire Conſumption, or their ruin 
{hall terminate in a renovation toa 
better State. But the third Heaven 
is above the dominion of the Ele» * 

ments, } 
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ments, exempted from all changes, 
and for ever remains. *Tis an inhe- 
ritauce incorruptible, undefiled, and 
| fadesmot away : The integrity, pur 
+ ty, and glory of it are always the 
ſame. | *Tis the habitation of God's 
Throne, He fits in Heaven ſecure Pal. 2. 
from all the tumultuous Conſpiracies 

of his Enemies, and derides their 
impious Attempts, againſt his Son, 

- and Church. His Throne is unſha- 

ken there, notwithſtanding things 
below are turn'd about in a vertig- 

nous Circle. And as the Houſe, fo 

the Inhabitants, and their felicity, 

are eternal. Glory, Honour, and Im- gan, +. 
mortality, are the Reward of all that 
patiently continue tn well-doijng. Our 
Saviour aſſures his Diſciples, Becauſe 

” | live, ye ſball live alſo. He taſted 

> | Death for them, and ſwallowed it up 

= in Vittory. He declar'd in Viſion 

Ty] tos. John, Behold, I am alive for gre, x, 
* | evermore. The Lord of Life will 
T4 uphold the Saints in that blefſed 

" 4 Statefor ever : They ſhall never fall 
; 67401 out 
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| out of the Arms and Boſom of a * 
| _—— God. He will never withs : 
= raw his Love, and they ſhall nes | 
| ver forfeit it : for Sin is from-the 
perverſeneſs of the Will, and diſor- 
der of the AﬀeQtions, join'd with 
ſome error of the Mind. But in 
the Light of Glory, and full enjoy- 
ment of God, the Underſtanding is 
{o "gorge illuminated, the Will 
and the. Aﬀections ſo exceedingly 
ſatisfied, that 'tis impoſſible ' they 
ſhould apprehend erroneouſly, or 


deſire irregularly. S | 

This glorious Advantage the re- 

.- - deemed Saints have (by Jeſus:Chrift 

Reb..12. Who obtain'd eternal Redemption for 

them) above the Grace grven to An- 

els and Man in the firſt Creation. 

Angels were upon triabtof .their 

Obedience, not ina determin'd'\ftate 

of Felicity. Their firſt declination 

”, ; of Eove and. Subjection, «was a .. 
=" downfal from their bleſſed 'Habitas 

3 tion. Woful change !-how unlike 

_ themſelves in their original _— 


7: 0” - 
ws A” od Nh. 


"add Has greg 
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ple of the frailty of the Creature 
that forſakes God, and of the Divine 
Jeverity; Man did but Rand i 1 Pa- 
radie Y a little while, and had # 
ruinous fall with all his Progeny. 


But the glorified Saints atFudlly fit 
. with Chriſt in Heavenly Places, ha 


enjoy an unchangeable happy State. 
The telicity Above 18 permanent, as 
the everlaſting Objett that produces 
and preſerves it, andthe everkfting 


Soul wherein it dwells. Blefſed Se: 
curity ! how triumphantly do the 


glorified 1 in Heaven fing, This God 


is our God for ever and ever, Farth- 
ly Relations, how near ſoever, de- 
termine 1n Death ; and the ſorrow 
of loſing them, is in- proportion ro 
the delightful enjoying them; Bur 
the Heavenly Relation between God 
and' the Saints, .is as everlaſti 

the Object on which” tis fixt * his 
Gedinwhom are all amiable A rAL 


_ Tencies; all Sweetnefsand Bean 
| Reg Deſire res and Delights, is' uk 


God 


as - 


and Glory? An unparallel'd Bram = 
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God in ſtrit propriety, in the dear- 
eſt and moſt reviwing fruition for e-- 
ver. Their Happineſs is crown'd 
with Eternity. This is ſo real an 
acceſſion to their Felicity, that with- 


out the entire aflurance of it, the F 


. fateof Bleſledneſs were incompleat; © 
the leaſt jealouſie of loſing it, would 
diſturb their peaceful fruition, and 
joytal tranquillity 1n Heaven :. For 
as Hope in Miſery allays Sorrow, 
ſo fear in Happineſs ſeſſens Joy. 


The apprehenſion of loſing ſuch. a 
Kingdom, would cauſe, torment. 


But, as in the contrary ſtate, repro» 
bate Sinners that are in Hell, under 
an utter impoſſibility of deliverance, 
are rack'd and tortur'd by abſolute. 
deſpair : So the Bleſſed Above, that 
enjoy the Beatifick Viſion, by the 
infallible aſſurance of its perpetui- 
ty, are fill'd with a Joy unſpeakable 
and glorious. 

3- The SanQtity of this, bleſſed 
Houſe. *Tis ſeparate from the reſt 
- of the World i its ſublime Situa- 


tion, } 


7 


- 
o 


—_ 
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and States 


= 


tion, and its unparallel'd Excellen- 
cies. © SanQity of Place is Relative, 


I. and is founded, either upon the mas 


* nifeſtation of God's ſpecial Preſence; 


'S: or conſecration of it to his Service; 


*Tis confiftent with the Divine Itn- 
mentfity, to be differently preſent in 
feveral places: as the Soul is in 
another "manner - preſent in the 


' Head, where it performs its nobleſft 


#$ Operations; than in other parts of 


the Body ; and upon any ſpecial ap- 
arance of God, a Place 7 Sacred. 
hus when Meſes approach'd to ſee. 


the Flaming Buſh, he was enjoin'd, 


' Do not come near hither ; pluck off Exod.3. 5 


thy Shoes from off thy Feet, the place 
' where thou ſtandeſt is Holy Ground. 

The viſible Teftimony of the Di- 

$ vine Preſence' ſanQified the Place, 
-.and the moft humble outward Re- 
- verence was due; a Sign and Effe& 
of the internal Reſpect that is ow- 
- Ing to his moſt adorable Majeſty. 
- The fanfity of that Place, was an 
* extraordinary Relation, and ceas'd 
| C upon 


ſign of God's Preſence... 
is_alſo: a, Relative:SanQtity, 


' hallowed by God h 
as the firſt Fruits of .Days 


{hip, - that Man might more, 


was viſible in this Works. 


« the vaniſhing: of the. 
tne 


Flame, 
\ There 
by the 


Conſecratiqn of Fime or Place for 
Holy Uſes. , 'Thus the Seventh Day, 
upon the finiſhing the Creation, was 

God hamſelf, ſet.apart 


for his 


Service, and applied to Divine Wor- 


entirely 


exerciſe his Mind in admiring and 
praiſing the Creator, whoſe Glory 


And. in 


both theſe reſpetts,. the 'Temple of 
of Hieruſalem was Holy, as being 
appropriated; to God's Service by | 
his own Election and Appointment ; 
and being the place. wherein he. ex- 
hibited his Preſence ina ſpecial man- 
ner. Solomon expreſſeth this as the 
End of building the 'Temple, in his 
Letter to the Kang of Tyre, eliring | 
2 Chr.2-4- his, Affiſtance ; ; Behold, 1, build an | 
Houſe to the Name of the Lord my 
God, to dedicate it to him, and 'to 
e burn before him ſweet Incenſe, and 


for 


the 
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I the continual Shewbread, and for the 


burnt-Offerings morning and evening, © 


on. the Sabbaths, and on the new 


the Dedication of So/omon's Temple, 
that a ſuddain thick Cloud obſcur'd 
the Air, a ſign of God's deſcending 
and acceptance, whoſe inviſible Ma- 
jeſty was veiled under it : and whe- 
ther from that Sacred Darkneſs, or 
fear at the unexpected Miracle, the 
Prieſts could not miniſter becauſe of 
The Sacrifices, Mu- 
lick, and all the Temple-Service was 


' Interrupted. But the Temple built 


with Hands, and all its pompous 
Service; was but an imperfect mu- 


| Moons, and on the ſolemn Feaſts of 
the Lord our God. . And we read, at 


2 Chr. s/ 
13, 144 


table Shadow of the Holy Temple A- Plalar.q. 


bove, where God exhibits his Sacred 
Preſence, not in a dark Vapour, but 
in the richeſt Beams of Glory, and 


- wherein that moſt pure Spirit 1s 


worſhip'd in Spirit and Truth for 


ever. The Saintsare 4 Royal Prieſt- 


hood to God, ina ſtate of + Eminency, 
C' 2 and 


I 
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Heb. 4- 


and ſeparation from the reſt of the 
World : 'Fhey now offer up the Sa-' 
crifice of Praiſe, and the ſacred In- 
cenle of Prayer, infinitely more 
pleaſing to God than all the Sacrifice 


. of Beaſts, and the moſt precious 


Gums, and Aromatick Spices, that 
with their {weet Smoak perfum'd 
the Temple. But iz the Holy of Ho- 
ties Above, (where no defiled thing ean 


enter) they perform Divine Service 


ina Divine manner. The perfe&t 


Reſt in Heaven, is a Sabbath's Reſt, 
wherein our fervent Af/eQions, the 
Springs of ACQtivity, are in their 
powerful Exerciſe upon God, Here 
our faint Earth clogs our aſcerding 
AﬀeQtions ; and fuch- is the tender 
Indulgence of our Heavenly Father, 
that when the Spirit # willing, tho 
the Fleſh be weak, he pardons and aC- 
cepts us. But there our Bodies be- 
come Spiritual, qualified for the Ex- 
erciſes of Heaven, and all our. 
Powers are in a holy Heat and Rap- 
ture, admiring and praiſing the 


bleſſed 


_— 
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 blefled God; Here the Saints often | 


retire from the World, to worſhip 
the Divine Majeſty in their Cloſets ; 
and the ſecrecy of the Duty, is an 
Argument of the Sincerity.. They 
with more freedom pour fr their 
Souls into his Boſom, and he inſinu- 
ates the gracious acceptance of their 
Requeſts : But the nobleſt elevation 
of the AfﬀeCtions, is in communion 
with all the Saints and Angels above. 
The ardent Seraphims were in- 


flamed, crying one to another, FHo- Ita. 6. z- 


ly, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts, 
the whole Earth is full of his Glory. 
Here there muſt be ſome interval 
between the ſolemn A&ts of Wor- 
ſhip, the Circumſtances of the pre- 
{ent State require it; but. in the 
Heavenly Sanctuary, *tis their con- 
tinual work and delight.to celebrate 
the high Praiſes of God : They are. 
before his Throne, and ſerve him day 
axd night in his Temple. 'The Inha- 
bitants of Arabia the Happy, burn, 
for their common uſes, thoſe Aroma- 

Ly tick 
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tick Trees, that produce Myrrh 
and precious Balm, of which the 
Sacred Incenſe was compounded : 
And 'tis no wonder, becauſe thoſe 
Trees grow common 1n their Coun- 


try, that is open to the moſt favou- 


rable AſpeQts of the Heavens, and 
the ſtrongeſt heat of the Sun : But 
to our Countries, how little of thoſe 
rich Perfumes are brought. And ſuch 
1s the Compariſon between the 
Praiſes of the Angels and the glori- 
fied Saints, and ours here below. 
They are always in the nobleft 
Work, excited by the higheſt Mo- 
tives. "They are always under the 
direct Beams of God's Favour, which 
are vigorouſly refletted in their 
Praiſes. All their Felicity is, to 
contemplate. his excellent Perfecti- 
ons, all their Pleaſure to love him, 
all their Glory to obey him. Their 
affectionate Praiſes are renewed 
without ' intermiſſion, becauſe the 
Divine Favours are renewed every 
moment. .There is a perpetual cir- 
culation 


» \Yfwe of the 'Siihts above. * 


culation'of 'Graces'from' the bleſſed 
Creator, and Thahkſpivings from 
the happy Creature:'* All their joy« 
ful AﬀeCtions, 'all- their ſolemn 
Thoughts" and Reflettions are ter- 
minated'in' thar great and glorious 
Obje&. The Prophet declares their 
holy Employment ; ; They continually 
ſpeak of ' the glorious Honour of his 
Majeſty," nnd-of* his wondrous Works : 

They ſpeak of the Might of hi terri- 


' ble Ats;- and they declare. his Good- 


neſs, and 'fing of his Righteouſneſs, 
The Lor#''s grations, 'and full of 
compaſſion” \ſlow to anger, apd of great 
Mercy. \\\'The Lord's goog to glt, and' 
his tender” Mevrcies' are over all his 
Works.\"'' Al thy Work praiſe thee, 
0! Lordi%and thy Saints bleſs thee. 
They ſpelkf the Gloyy of thy Kin 

dom,  anW'talk of thy Power. Thy 

Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, 
and thy 'Dominion endures rings all 
Generations. They never ceaſe to 
love, and admire, and therefore ne- 
ver ceaſe- to: praiſe him. Their 
C 4 Hearts 


-- 
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es 


_ Hearts are eternally. inflam'd, and; 


their Mouths eternally open'd to 
glorify him... But with the. higheſt 
veneration they adore his Mercy ; 
that PerfeQion- that is the ſpecial 


Glory & the deareſt delight of God ; 


thas which is the ſupreme of all the 
glorious Attributes in our -Redemp- 


tzon, that will be the principal Ar-_ 


gument of their Praiſes. .. They fing 
of the Mercies of "the Lord for ever ; 
that Mercy that choſe them from 
Everlaſting ; that Mercy i that in 
ſuch an admirable manger : con- 
ducted them through the World, 


that never left them, but moſt wile-. 


ly order'd all things below in. rela- 
tion to their futyre Happineſs ; 
that Mercy that crowns them with 
Life and Immortality, when the 
reprobate World feel the moſt terri- 
ble. Effets of revenging Juſtice, 
We-read of the ey p their 
Captivity, upon t 


err finiſhing the 
Temple, that with a tranſport of 
Joy, they cried, Grace ! Grace ! 
when 


- jan, \þ * 
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when God, whois the Author of 


our Salyation, ſhall-have finifÞ'd it, 
with what a ſweet confent fhall we 
celebrate his ſacred Praiſes ! Mercy 
apon Mercy,all is Mercy. Happy Ex- 
erCiſe ! Heaven 1s a State of Joy and 
Thankfulneſs. Bleſſed are ſe that 
are in thy houſe they always praiſe thee. 

4. The delightfulnels of this 
Place. *Tis call'd Paradiſe by our 
Saviour. He promiſes the penitent 
Thief, -the Companionof his Croſs, 
To day. ſhalt thou be with me in Para- 
diſe. Paradiſe was a Garden plan- 
ted by immortal Hands, to be the 
Habitation of Adam in his ſtate of 
original Righteouſneſs, when the 
Favourite of Heaven :-1t was the 
Beauty and Delight, the Flower of 


the World, and with abundance, - 


and variety, exceedingly fatished 
all the deſires of Life : *twas water'd 
with four Rivers, to make it always 
Pens and fruitful, But the Ce- 
eſtial Paradiſe as much excels it in 
Beauty and Pleafartneſs, as = x 

u = 
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2 Joh.3.2. 


ſublime ſituation : and the joyful 
latisfaction of the Soul in commu- 
nion with God, and the blefſed So- 
ciety there, infinitely excels all the 
innocent Delights of the natural 


. Life. Heaven is a ſtate of pure, 


full, and unfading Joy. 'The Joy 
of the Bleſſed" 15 not mixt with 
things that may corrupt its excel- 


lence. Thereis an abſolute exemp- 


tion from all Evils. God: ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes: und 
thert ſhall be' #8: more death,\ neither 
forrow, nor crying; neither ſhall there 
be any more pain. The Joy 1s full; 
"Tis call'd our Maſter's Foy. © Great 
God, how ineffable is that' Joy ! 
*Tis the richeſt ' Reward © infinite 
Bounty can give'to faithfulServants. 
As being' made like to Chriſt in Glory, 
implies a divine and full Perfection : 


ſo the entering into his Joy, implies 
the moſtaccompliſht and incompre- 


henfible Felicity. "Tis a permanent 
Joy that none+ſhall take from the 
Bleſſed, as our Saviour promiſes his 

= Diſciples. 
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Diſciples. Here- below, ſuppoſe a 
Perſon encompaſt with all the Good 
Things of the World, yet this Feli- 
city 15 neither without Defects, nor 
without Dependance upon Caſual 
Things, that he is never compleat- 
ly happy, but only leſs miſerable : 


| and tho he lives long in” Proſperity, 


and hath a tenor of Health to enjoy 


1 it; yet,as the cleareſt Evening 1s pre- 


ſently follow'd by Night, ſo the moit 
vigorous old Ape is certainly attend- 
ed with Death, that extinguiſhes 
all ſenſual pleaſures. But in the 
Preſence of God us fulneſs of Joy ; at 
his Right Hand are Pleaſures for e- 
VEr. 

To explain this more particularly, 
let us conſider,that Knowledg, Love, 
and Joy, are the Perfections and Fe- 
licity of immortal Spirits, and are 
correſpondent to the excellency of 


the -Obje&ts upon which they are: 


hxt,and the capacity of the Faculties 
that are exercis'd, and the degrees 
of | SatisfaQtion communicated to 

. them. 
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them. Now in Heaven, our no- 
bleſt Faculties, the Underſtandin 
and Will,are rais'd and enlarg'd, an 
entirely united to the beſt Objects, 
What conception can we frame of 
Joy for an intelleQual Creature, 10 
tull and ſatisfying, as the clear Vt 
ſion of God inveſted with all his 
attractive Attributes, his glorious 
PerfeQtions, and in perfe&t loving 
the moſt lovely Object, and being 
perfe&ly lov'd by him 2 When the 
Soul freed from this mortal muddy 
Fleſh, and the Mind clear'd from 
all terrene Images, convey'd by the 
Channels of the Senſes, ſees God 
Face to Face; how is it raviih'd 
with wonder and love in the ſight of 
his moſt amiable Excellencies ? 
How pure a Joy is infus'd to the 
© Centerof the Soul, and fillsall its De- 
lires? How permanent, like the ever- 
laſting Spring from whence it flows? 
The Plalmiſt inſpir'd with the Love 
: of God, breaks forth in an Holy 
Plal.65-4- Extaſy; How bleſſed is that Man 


whors 
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whom thou 'chuſeſt, and cauſeſt to ap- 

oach unto thee, that he may dwell in 
thy Courts? We ſhall be ſatisfied with 
the goodneſs of thy Houſe, even of 
thy Holy Temple. Admirable Blet- 
ſedneſs ! dear Felicity ! The ſame 
Heavenly Saint exprefles his efteem 
and affection ; How excellent is thy 


loving kindneſs, O Lord ! They ſhall Plal.z6.8. 


be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 
neſs of thy Houſe : and thou ſhalt make 
them drink of the River of thy Plea- 


ſure. Here we do but taſte and ſee 


how good the Lord i ; and that 1s 
{o powerful a Cordial, as gloriouſly 


ſupports the Saints under the -hea- 


vieſt Sufferings. But Heaven is the 


Element of Joy. Here a glancing 
fight of his Goodneſs, how reviving 


isit ? A living Vein of Light, from ads is, 
his favourable Countenance, pierc'd +25: 


into the miſerable Dungeon where 
Panl and Silas were chain'd, and 
rais'd their Spirits to that Heavenly 
pitch, that they ſang Praiſes to God : 
the illuſtrious reflection of Paradiſe, 
liahtned 


H————— 


Zo A Deſcription of the Brſſed Place 


= a—_ 


lightned them at Midnight, and put 
a gloſs of Joy upon them. But in 
| Heaven, tlioſe ntoſt divine and a+ 
= miable Titles, that God # Light, and 
Ek that God i Love, are molt tully ex- 
- hibited, and experimentally under- 

ſtood by the Saints. They ſee him 

a he is, in his eſſential Glory ; and 

all the ſecret Treaſures of his Wiſ- 

dom, in his Works of Wonder are 
unfolded, and the ſweeteſt Manife- 
ſtations of his Love are given to 

them. That which the Prophet 
declares of God's tender AﬀeCtions 

to his Church, is verified in the moft 
excellent manner in Heaven ; The 
Zeph.3-17 Lord thy God in the midſt of thee is 
Mighty : he will ſave, he will rejoice 

over thee with joy : he will reſt in his 

Love, he will joy over thee with ſing- 

ing. That the blefſed God is well. 
pleaſed in the glorified Saints, 1s the Þ - 
ſupreme degree of their Felicity. | 

How joyful a Complacency ariſes] 

from the Communion with the | ' 
bleſſed Redeemer, and the Saints in 
Heaven ? 
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Heaven ?: Love is the firſt Fountain 
of. Joy ; and the more intenſe, the 
more raviſhing is the Fruition. The 
Love of Chriſt to them was ſo 
great, that from Eternity he was . 
infinitely. pleas'd in the thoughts of 
their Salvation,; His Delights were Prov.8. 31 
with the Sous of Men, betore they 
delighted in him. If the Deſign of 
that bleſſed Work was o pleaſing, 
what is the Accompliſhment ? Fhe 
Evangelical Prophet declares, He ta.gz. 11. 
= of” the travel -of his Soul, 
and be. ſatisfied. And the Love of 
the Saints to Chriſt, is a correſpon- 
dent AfﬀeGtion, according to their 
utmoſt Capacity. All; the Aﬀecti- 
ons that were Carer'd here below, —_— 
are concenter'd in him, for he 1nft- ſpiria = 
nitely deſerves their \Love, having Chriſto 
ranfom'd them with the Jearef — 
Price, and purchas'di for them an pulcherrj- 
everlaſting Inheritance, He loy'd mus qui 
them in; their foul. deformity , ha. w. 
that he might ſuperinduce a Divine pulchros | 


| en facerert,de- 
Beauty;upon them,and prepare gs. ws 
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for the enjoyment of himſelf, He 
is now their Defire; and in Heaven 
where he appears in all his Bright- 
neſs and Beauty, their everlaſting 
Delight. We may conceive a little 


- of their raviſhing Communion, by 


the Language of Divine Love, be- 
tween Chriſt and the Church,in the 
Song of Solomon, and their harmo- | 
nious AﬀeQtions expreſt in the moſt Þ | 
endearing manner ; Oper to me my. || 
Love, my Dove, my Undefiled : And } | 
the inflam'd Spouſe, in ahigh and ] | 
delightful rapture, breaks forth; T7 Þ | 
a1; my Beloved's, and he is mine. If | 
a Propriety and Intereſt in him, be | 1 
produQiive of ſuch a pure Joy, what || | 
will "the everlaſting Fruitton be? |] | 
The Scripture repreſents it by a | « 
Marriage-Feaſt, as the moſt com- Þ | 
pleat reſemblance of that ſpiritual Þ 
Joy. Thus the Inhabitants of Hea- J | 
ven are introduc'd, ſpeaking ; Give | 
Honour to him; for the Marriage of | | 
the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath |} 1 
What Union | |: 


what 


made her ſelf” ready. 
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what Joy | - How will: the Saints 
rejoice 1n God itheir Saviour, in 
the view of the furprifirig Won- 
ders of his'Love ? 'The Scripture 
ſpeaks of another acceſſion to the 
Joys of Heaven, the innamera- 


ble ' Company of els and- 


Saints that live in perte&. Con- 
cord," inyiolable Love,-the ſweet- 
eſt Content, ,and joyful Compla- 
cency. - Society 1 a principal In- 

nt of Joy. What exulta- 
tion of Joy will there be, when 
the whole ' Family of | Heaven 
ſhall meet; pogether in their Fa- 
ther's Houſe? We. may conje- 
Aure how the Angels are affetted 
to us, by what is recorded con- 
cerning their appearance-at the 
Birth -of our Saviour ; There was 
4 multitude of the heavenly Hoſt 
praiſing God; ſaying, Glory be to 
God on High, on Earth Peace, good 
Will towards Men. "Tis the firſt 
time ſince the Fall of Man, that 


- we hear of the Angels Song: 


D They 


Doſes Fo rafoavis. 


were commiſſion'd to pus 
niſh rebellious Sinners, and a aps 
pear'd with flaming Swords, 
Inſtruments of revengi enging Wy Wrath. 
But when the Lord of 
came the God of. Peace,' they -. 
pear'd with Harps in heir 
Hands, - with ' Praiſe | and - Joy, 
celebrating his Meroy, 
foreſaw-' that Peace.'on Ea 
would end in the 'Glory of Hea 
ven'; andthe Ruins of their Ces 
teſtial Country, wonld be repair'd 
by our Salvation. And the 
rifed Sairits are all Companions 
in the ſame Joy, and' the lame 
Bleſſedneſs. For never was there 
fuch a-transforming 'of 'one Lo« 
ver into-another here, as theres 
of the Saints in Heaven :: They 
are all animated by the ſame DÞ- 
vine Spirit; their Thoughts and 
Inclinations are the fame, and 
have the higheſt ſarisfRtion in 
the felicity of one another, Be* 
hold, how good, and how Er 
| 
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fant is 1t for Brethren to dwell - 
fir ever. in Unity ! Briefly, we 

nd that {ſenſible Joy is iwits ele- 
vation in'the times of the Harveſt 
and Vintage; and after. Viftory ; 
when the — of God, the 
preciqus Fruits we oe the 
Hopes df owt Labourt, and the 
Supportiand Comfort of: the pre- 
ſeat Life areireceived; an univer- 
ſal Joy fills the Country, Now 
Light is ſown far the, Righteows, 
and Joy for the upright in Heart. 
*Tis ſown in Tears, but reapt with 
Exultation. We gather the Fruits 
of Ble _— from 'Thorns, Po- 
yerty, and Mourning, Hunger, 
and | Thick, and Fetſerution * 
and this gives the more lively 
cinfure to our Joy. 'The Joy of 
Vittory is tranſporting, and that 
always 10 proportion to the Dan- 
ger and Power of the Enenues 
ubdu'd;/ and the rich Spoils ta- 
ken from them. Now when our 


Spiritual Enemies, ſo numerous, 
D 2 {0 
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= ſo powerful and irreconcileable 
to our Souls, - Sin, Satan, Death, 
are utterly broken, how-truum- 
Sed nihil 4i- Phant a Joy follows ? The Hi-/ 
bentius popu- ſtorian relating that moſt glori- 
= - ng nf ous Triumph at Rome, when Pyr- 
Ulas quas ti- rh, the! proud and- potent E- 
me © nemy was expell'd from [:aly,ob- 
beſtias, que ſerves, That of all the Show, no 
non fine ſenſu part was more joyful, than to fee 
Gbmimiccervi. the Elephants that had been ſo 
cibus vi&ores terrible,. and carried Towers oh 
equos feque- their Backs, to, be \ſabdued_ and 
lib.1. c.18, ' ſedin Triumph. ''Thus how jo 
ful is it to ſee the Prince'of Dark» 
neſs, with all his infernal Legi- 

ons, not without the tormentin 

ſenſe of their Captivity, bruiſc 
under our Feet ! to fee the-hus | 
mane Nature of Chriſt rais'd to 
the higheſt honoux to which that 
rebellious Spirit did proudly a+ 
ipire. O how delightful a Spec- 
tacle! All the Saints: will ' caſt 
their Crowns before the Throne, 
and | 
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and ſing tie Praiſes of their victo- 
rious Deliverer. 

5. The Glory of this Place is 
diſcovered in the Scripture. The 
Father of Chrift is the God of 
Glory,and the Father of Glory; and 
Heaven 1s his lofty rand glorious 
Throne, becoming his Excellent 
Majeſty and Univerſal Dominion. 
The Lord hath prepared his Throne 
in the Heavens, and his Kjng- 
dom ruleth over all. . Glory 1n 
its firſt Notion fſignmihes the 
als rw and luſtre of Light, 
and from thence meta —_— 
umports Excellency in any: Kind. 
Thus the-Divine PerfeQions are 
expreſt, God is Glorious in Ho- 


lineſs, glorious in Power : and 


, the Joy oof. Believers is calFd a+ 
ſpeakable:and glorious. Reavenis 


let forth as glorious in a: tran- 
ſcendent:manner; *tis-call'd, the 
Excellexs. Glory 5. from: whence a 
Voice came to; the. Apoſtles in 
that Holy Mount ,-- declaring 
Chriſt to be-the Son: of Ged-: So 
D 3 - *tls 


heritance ; the Inheritance of ' the 
Saints in Light. When the Sun 
riſes in its! btightneſs, a Deluge 
of Gold&.overflows the » Wor 

and adorns the Univerſe: but this 
is but a Shadow of the inherent 
Glory of the higheft Heaven. 
"T'was\ prepar'd by God for 
the Honfe "of his Kynzaom, and 
the Gloyy of his "Majeſty. | We 
reade of the vaſt »preparations 
made by' two greatKings for the 
building the Temple at Hieruſa- 
lem : fuch ſums: of Gold and Sik 
ver, that would empty all the 
Treaſuries of the Princes of the 


Works ; ' that were it not records 


ed in Sacred Scripture; it would 
excced belief. The: number-of 
the Workmen were ſeventy*thous 
fand, employ'd ſeven Years with- 
out interriſhon'; the'Materials 
were very rich and ſplentid,Gold, 
and: Cedar,- and precious Stones; 
and'theexcallency of the Archite- 
tturg was'ſuch, that- no humane 

f Art 
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Axt can equal: for it was mo- 


de'd by the Divine Mind ; and 
the delineatiqn of its Parts was 
ſent to David by an Angel. But 
what are the Preparations of 
Earthly Kings, to the Prepara- 
tion of God ? And what is the 
Glory of the Temple made with 
Hands, to that admirable Fabrick 
that receiv'd its Being and Per- 
fection immediately tram God ? 
We reade of the New Hieru/alem, 
the Type of Heaven,that the Foun- 
dations were precious Stones, the 
Gates mere intire Pearli,the Strects 
pure Gold, as it were tranſparent 
Glaſs. The Expreſſions are in 
condeicendance to our Capacities, 
and but a faint reſemblance of the 


| Glory of Hiersſalem above. In 


the Viſion of the Prophet E/ap, 
the Seraphims cried tor-0ne ano- 
ther, Holy, Holy, Haly, Lor 4 God 
of Hoſts, the whole Earth #5 fwll 


of thy Glory. "Tis a Theatre of obſtupeſcir - 
. mnumerable Wonders: divinely nmr my 
Ag» 


deck'd, and rhe- wile: diſcerning 
itil D 4 Ob- 


| Obſerver, -admires and ' praiſes: 
God's Power and- Providence 10- 
clearly maniſeſted in it : For the 
Excellency of the Work is an-' 
{werable to the Art of the Ma- 
ker; and the Glory of the Ma- 
ker reſults from the ;Excellence 
of the Work. But what the A- 
- Poſtle faith, in comparing the 

Legal and Evangpelica Diſpenſa- 
tion, That if that which was done 
away, was glorioms, much more that 
which remains is glorious ; and in 
that degree of eminence as to ob- 
{cure theother, may juſtly be ap- 
plied to the Gloxy of God _ 
pearing in the Earth, and the 
third Heaven : for if the Earth, 
the loweſt ſtage of the World, 
the Habitation ' of Brute Crea- 
tures, and to-be continued only 
for a "time, hath ſo much Glory 
in it, what-an. excellent Glory 1s 
in the Supreme Heavens; the na- 
tive 'Habitation' of the Angels, 
and'that is to contique- for ever? 
The Earth- fince Man's Rebel- 

hon, 
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lion, doth not remain in its Pri- 
mitive State, but hath loſt much 
of its Beauty and Uſefulneſs. 
At firft it was intirely ſuitable 
to" the rich-Goodnelſs of the Crea- 
tor; now terrible mixtures of his 
Juſtice appear in all the parts of 
it: Barrenneſsinthe Earth, Thorns 
and :Thiſtles, the Fruits of the 
Curſe for Sin; Malignant Influ- 
ences, and Storms in the Air, 
Tempeſts in the Sea, Inundati- 
ons of - Water; and how many 
Diſcaſes are fatally natural to our 
Bodies ? But the higheſt Hea- 
ven - remains 1n its original Beau- 
ty, and pure Integrity. The 
Earth 1s now the Habitation of 
his Enemies, where they oppreſs 
his faithful Servants by their bold 
Injuries : but Heaven is the Ha- 
bitation of his 'Saints. - In ſhort, 
"tis a Place becoming the Maje- 
ſty and Magnificence of God, and 
his Love to his choſen Friends. 
"Tis faid of the Patriarchs, whoſe 

| Deſires 
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Defires and Hopes -were not cen- 
tred in that Eartlily Caxaax, tho 


but they deſir'd a better Country, 

that is, 4 Heavenly; wherefore 

God is not «ſhamed to be called their 

« City. To be ftiled-our God, is 

-a Title of the richeſt yalue, and 

implies, that all the PerfeQtians of 

the Deity are to make us happy. 

It had been a reflettion upon-bis 

Greatneſs and Goodnefs, if he 

had only given to the Patriarchs 

a Portion in'this World. But Hea- 

ven is a Place and State of Feli- 

city becoming his Infinite Maje» 

{ty, his fpecial Loye, and eter- 

nal Duration. "Tis an Obferva- 

Totum Deum tion Of 'Tertullia», That God 

Open, * who made other Things by com- 

mu, opere,con- Mand, by the omnipotent Um- 

ſilio, ſapieuria. pjre of his Will, appli'd himſelf 
amor aAtanat yvith Counſel to form the 

= | of Adam, which was the origi- 

nal Model of alt Perfections that 

| a 
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flowing with Milk and Hany 


God, for he hath prepared for them 
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a humane Body is capable of, for 
the beausy of Aſpe& without, 


-'f and the artificia order of 'the 


Parts within ; and the reaſon was, 
Love drew the Lineaments. Thus 
Love, the Queen of the Divige 


| Attributes, employ'd infinite 


Wiſdom, and a y Power, 
to build' this Celeſtial City for 
the reception of his choſen Fa- 
vourites.' The King of Glory 
dwelk there in a ſpecial manner, 
The Heaven, even the Heavens are 
the Lord's ; 'but the Earth hath he 
iven t0 the Children of Men. 
ight and Dominion, the Earth 
is the Lord's, and the Fulneſs there- 
of, ' and the pofleflion of it is 
from his Bounty 'to Men ; but 
Heaven is reſerv'd for himſelf, the 
Place of his glorious Reſidence. 
As aPrince that hath many Hou- 
ſes, gives ſome for to be inhabi- 
ted'by his Servants, but the Im- 
rial Palace is kept for his own 
Þw WPRINS 3 > God Tanifeſts _ 
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Jok® 17. 4 5. fied thee 0 Earth ; I have fin 


ſelf there in the moſt refulgent 
manner. - All the PerfeCtions- of 
the Glorious Deity are reveald to 
the Saints in their purity and ra- 
diancy. The Divine Preſence 
is the Supreme Glory of Heaven. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriit is there 
crown'd with the Majeſty of the 
Divine Empire. Thus: Glory is 
the Reward of his; meritorious 
Obedience and Sufferings. He 
was made a Subject and a Ser- 
vant, and endur'd the moſt igno- 
min1ious, cruel . Death to n_ 
God's injur'd Juſtice, | What h 
not the: Son done for the Glory of 
his Father ? He loſt his Life 'ra» 
ther than his Obedience :. And 
what will not the Father do for 
the Honour. of his Son ?2 What 
Recompence 1s correſpondent to ' 
| ſuch aſtoniſhing Humiliation ? 
Our Saviour 1n: his laſt ſolemn 
Prayer with his Diſciples, addreſ- 
{es himſelf to. God : - ] have glort- 
i'd. 


the 


—_— 
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the Work thou gaveſt me to + 
And now, O Father, glorify me 
with thy Self, with the Glory 1 
had with thee before the World was. 
The Father was fo highly ho- 
nour'd by Chriſt, that 'to fatisfy 
his infinite Love towards him, he 
hath dignified him with a Name 
and State, that tranſcends all cre- 
_ Glory. He is the Lord'of 
ngels, "4 Head of the Church, 
ſits at the m_ Hand of Ma- 


ky La hi _ In Heaven” he 
tri 


1umphanc Glory, 
off Fohich: in the Transfiguration 
there was a tranſient glimpſe, 
when his Face did ſhine asthe Sun, 
but /allayed and moderated, that 
his Diſciples - might ſuſtain his 


| Preſence. There the Angels, the 


Princes of the Celeſtical Court, 
in all their bright: Orders encom- 
paſs the Throne'of God, and pay 
their humbleſt Homage to him. 
The Saints appear there in their 
Robes of Glory, for they are 


tranl- * 
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- mitted through Chryſtal. | They 
all reign in Soveraign State for | 


| i enjoy'd by the Saints aboye : 
or. how often are the mightieſt | 


'Fears;, no: Deſires reſift!; their 


Tranqullity of their State, /They 


transform'd into the'.. glorious 
likeneſs of - the Son }of God : 
Their Souls radiant with pure 
unſpotted Holineſs, ſhine through 
their Bodies, as Sun-beams tranſ- 


EVer. yr 6 the _ es 
zeſty, that, all ; God's Subjects 
ſhould be Kings ;' and the higheſt 
Principality oo Barth, is but {er- 
vitude compar'd with the Royal- 


Monarchs on' Earth in perfe& 
bondage to their lawleſs Paſſions, 
and the. Soul ih dull captivity to 
the ſenſual 'Appttites.? How of- 
ten are the firhaget pires dif- 
ſolv'd and ruin'd'? But the Shints 


triumphantly)::/ no Paſhons;': no | 


in Heaven, by obeying God, xeign | 


Wall; nothing is able to trouble. 
the ſincere. Delight, the perſeft, 


in 
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in their ſeveral :degrees of Glory, 
ſhine like tle >. for ever and 


ever. | 

To. ſum up all ; What is pro» 
miſed to the Church,is fulfild in 
Heaven ; The Sux 


Night ; bat the Lord ſhall be thy 


| everlaſting Light, and thy God 


thy Glory. | 

Thus I have endeavourd to 
repreſent that huninous Palace, 
and the bright Inhabitants : bur 


how ſhort is the deſcriptiowof 


the glorious Realities, all hu- 
mane Words are-too weak and 
marrow to expreſs it as -it is. 
The'Glory and- Joy of that ble{+ 
ſed State are unſpeakable, as the 
A a SpeCtator thereof, cers 
ifies. And *tis obſeryable that 
_ Saviour —_— a_—_— 
the greateſt Things, by low 1a+ 
mitiar Terms and Reſernblances ; 


| as he tells his Faithful Diſciples, 


they ſhall eat and drink at. his 
£ Table 


"5 O09 


ſhall be no more 19.50.19% 
* | thy Light by Day, nor the Moon by 
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Table in his Kingdom. Inthis 
Promiſes of Rewards, it was not 
his intention meerly to make\2 
ſhow of his Power, but to'de- 
clare his Love : . Like a: God, he 
- doth not magnify-the Favours he 
will beſtow,:but leaves it to their 
Spirits to conceive what becomes 
Almighty Goodneſs to beſtow on 
his Servants. In the plaineſt man- 


ner of promiſing the Reward, | 


there is. a clear Character of- the 
excellent Greatneſs of the Giver 
and his Gifts. 


I will now conſider the infal- 
lible: Aſſurance we have of this 
bleſſed Place and State. 'This is 
built on our Saviour's Love | to 
them, and his 'Truth ; and his | 
goin g to prepare that Bleſſedneſs 
for them. He faith to his Diſci- 
ples, Otherwiſe I would have told 
30u; implying, that his AﬀeQtion 
and Sincerity, make it impoſſible 
that he ſhould deceive them with 
; al 


, 
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an empty Promiſe of future Hap- 
pineſs. 
(1.) His Love ſecures them. 
He would never havechoſen them 
to bethe Companions of his Crols, 
' never have expos'd them as Sheep 
among Wolves, to ſuffer for his 
lake, and to leave them for ever, 
and reign alone in Heaven. 
Love is a benevolent afteQion ri- 
- ſing in the'Breaft, and expreſſing 
it elf in real Benefits, SFSPrcUng 
to the Power of the Lover, a 
the Wants or the city of the 
Perſon beloved : andthe more in- 
tenſe the Aﬀectian js, the more 
- evident and noble effects of Kind- 
nels wall. proceed from it, All 
the moſt liberal” Expreſſions, 
without real - performance, are 
but 2 vain pageant of Friendſhip. . 
2 ow, ithe Love of our _ to 
us Dilciples, was not only ſin- 
cere, butin fuch a degreeof emi- 
ence, that they might ſafely rely 


upon. his. Promiſes. His pure 
E Love, 
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Love, .was the motive of ſeleQ- 
ing them from the World, and 
dignifying them with the endea- 
ring title of his Friends. His 
Converſation with them was in- 
finitely ſweet, a Miracle of Be- 
nienity : and that glorious per- 
formance of his Love for them, 
and all Believers, 1n leaving Hea- 
ven for their ſakes, 1s the ftron- 
geſt aſſurance that he will bring 
them to his Father's Houſe above. | 
"Tis repreſented as the peculiar 

Amicitiz no- Glory of Theodoſius, thathe ſeated 


men Ffrivatum ; . 
Rm in- Majeſty and Love in the fame 


' tra aulam vo- Throne: for Love unites and 
a ed m%- conforms Perſons, and makes 
miſa; recimi- ENEM, 2s it were, Peers: and it 
tam ſolio rece- ſeems too low a ſubmiffion for a 


piſti. Lat. Pi Soveraign to deſcend from his 
Thed, © ws "Mk. to a kind of equality 
|  witha SubjeQ, or too high an ex- 
altation toaſſume a private Perſon 
into ſuch a degree of affeftion, 
as to make him as himſelf; yet 

fich was the condeſcenſion of 


great 


Sel "of the Ss aints #3 dove. 
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great and arhiable Emperor. 
Pr how- diſtant is the greateſt 
Monarch in the World from the 
Eternal Sort of- God, the Prince 
of the Kings of the Farth? Love 
brought him down” from his 
Throne in Heaven, where he was 
:dor'd by the Angels, and united 
him to-out” nature 4n' onr- lowly 
ſRate,- in order to the. raiſing us 
to- his Kingdom, and uniting us 
to himſelf'in-Glory. Love un- 
valuable: and incomparable * If 
Solomon, upon” God's deſcending 


in a Cloud to take poſſeſſion of the - 
Temple, was furpriz'd with 


heavenly aſtoniſhment ; Bur will 
God indeed dwell on Earth ? with 
infinite more cauſe have we, con- 
fidering the mearnation of the Son 


| of God, ro ay, Will God indeed 


dwell on Earth? For what was the 
appearance of a Vapour that might 


| beeaſily diſpell'd, to the coming 


of Jeſus Chriſt into the World, 


in whom the Fulneſs of the God- 
E 2 head 
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head dwelt ſubſtantially ? What 
is ſo worthy of reverence and ad- 
miration ? New Thungs ſuſpend 
the aQtings of the mind, glorious 
Things overwhelm the Faculty ; 
and never was there ſo rare and 


_ excelling an Objet. This fo fig- 


nal and amazing Eftect of our Sa- 
viour's Love, gives aflurance to 
Chriſtians, that he will take them 
to an everlaſting Communion 
with himſelf in Glory. As 'tis 
more for a Prince to hive with a 
private Perſon in a Cottage with 
OE, Hg , thantoreceivethat 
Perſon into his Court, and inveſt 
him with Honour. 'The Love of 
our Saviour never abated to his 
Diſciples ; when he was in view 

of Death, with its troops 'of 
Terrors, *tis ſaid, Having lov'd 
his own, he lou'd them to the end. 

And after his RefurreQtion to a 

Heavenly Life, he expreſt the: 
lame dear afteftion, Go to my Bre- 

thren ! a ſtileas high as Love can 

riſe, "Tis 
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*Tis further conſiderable what 
was touch'd on before, that the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, beſides the 
common Calamities of Mankind 
wherein they are involv'd, are for 
his Truth and Cauſe expos'd to 
Indignities and Injuries of . all 
kinds and degrees, which the 
malice of Satan and his Inftru- 
ments, the perverted World, can 
faiten upon them. The com- 


 plaint of the Church of old is 


often renew'd, For thy ſake we 
are killed all the day long ; we are 
accounted as Sheep for A Slaugh- 
ter, Andcan the Love of Chriſt, 


ſo tender, ſo compaffiogate, that 


the Loveof a Mother toa ſucking 
Inſot is not an —_— repre- 
{effation of it; can fuch Love 
let the Saints be ſeparated from 
him for ever ? 'Then,according to 
the Apoſtke's expreffion, If in this 
Life only we have hope in Chrift, 
” are of | all, Men moſt miſers- 


E 3 (2.) His 
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John 12. 26. 


_- -); His Truth gives an infal- 
lible aſſurance that we ſhall be 


Teceiv'd with him in Glory. ' 'He 


declares his own Titles, I am the 
Way, . the - Truth, and the Life. 


- Tf Truth it. ſelf be true, and des 


ſerves, our intire truft, we may 
reſt upon his Promiſes, who vas 
lues , his Word more "than the 
World. , 'The Pillars of Heaven 
ſhall fall, and the Foundations of 
the Earth be overthrown, before 
one, tittle: of, his Words ſhall be 
without a full accompliſhment, 
If any Man ſerves me, let him 
follow me; and where I am, there 
ſhall my, Servant be. "Tis his moſt 
gracious, Promiſe to encourage 

Obedience : and he aſſures his, 

ciples, If I go away, 4nd pri 
4 place for you, T will come $+ «= 
and receive you untomy, ſelf; *" 

me I am, there ye may 

ew the yalidity . of. Ghai 

ENdEaY ſet us conlider, the 
changeable Perfe&tions of I 
Nature 


a —C — 
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| N ature are the Foundation of 


his unchangeable. Councils; and 


1 from thence the unchangeableneſs 
_of his Pronuies 1s jaſtly inferr'd, 


The Decrees of God areengraven 


with the point of. a Diamond, 


and are unretra&ible. The Coun- 
ſel of the Lord ſhall ſtaud: for 
{uch 1s the perfeCtion of his Know- 
ledg, that he can never be ſur- 
priz'd by any ſudden unforeſeen 
Event that ſhould induce a change 
of his Will ; and ſuch is his Om- 
nipotence, that he gives an infal- 
lible accompliſhment to his De- 
crees: and his Word endures for ever. 


The immutability of his Nature, 


gives firmneſs to his Counſels; and 
the fidelity of his Nature to his 
Promiſes. In him there is no va- 
riableneſs, nor ſhadow of change : 
and he is God that cannot ly : He 


reveals himſelf by his Name FJe- 
hova to his People, to ſignify, 


. that he is the ſame in PINTS, 


as 4n promiling. Now Jeſus 
Fx E 4 Chriſt 


x Pet. I. 26. 
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Chriſt his Son is equal to the Fa+ 
ther in all eſſential PerfeCtions. 
He ſtiles himſelf the Amen, the 
true and faithful Witneſs : If he 
deceive his Servants with a falſe 
 expeRtation of 2 joyful glorious 
State hereafter, it would be a ble. 
miſh to his unſpotted Holineſs, 
an eternal reflection upon his invi- 
olate Truth. *Tis therefore a 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, 'That where Chriſt is 
in Glory, there ſhall his Servants 
be with him, otherwiſe he would 
hzve told them. 


2, Weare toconſider the other 
firm ground of affurance in our 
Saviour'snext words: I go to pre- 
pare a place for you, This ſpect- 
ally reſpetts his Aſcenfion into 
Heaven, butit ſuppoſes his Death. 
He purchas'd Heaven by his 
Death: He' prepares it by his 
Aſcenſion. His Blood ſhed on * 
tne Crofs, and pleaded -in 'Hea- 

| yen, 
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ven, gives to Believers a right to 


it here, and aCtual poſleſfion 
hereafter. 

1. His obedient Sufferings are 
the price of this glorious Inheri. 
tance. Inour Guilty State, Hea- 
ven is as inacceſſible to us, as Pa- 
radife was to Adam after his ex- 


pulſion, when guarded by a Che- | 


rubim with a flaming Sword, 
For neither the Divine Wiſdom, 


'nor the Law of God would per- 


mit that an unpardor'd Sinner 
ſhould be mts 7 into his Kings 
dom. 'The Juſtice of God doth 
not infringe his rich Goodneſs, 


* but that he may beſtow. upon an 


inhocent Creature the moſt excel- 
lent Bleffings, the Teftimonies of 
his Bounty. If Adam had per» 
ſever'd in his Duty, God might 
have tranſlated him to Heaven, 
and that happy change had been a 
free Favour: hr his Obedince had 
not been -comparable to the Glory 


 thatfhall he revealed in the Saints. 


But 


* , 


| ; Meb. 9. 12. 


Titus 3. 7- 


' preme Happineſs. 
guilt of Sin is. aboli{h'd, 'it hath 


| But Juſtice ſets up a Legal Barr a- 


gainft the Gy > they are ex- } 


Uuded from the Heavenly Glory 


The Creature muſt be intirel 1.4% 
nocent, or graciouſly pardon'd, to 


be capable of enjoying that _ 
When the 


no malignant Power, either to 
ſubje& us to Evil, .or deprive us 


| of Good. - Now our. Saviour by 


fatisfying,.the Injur'd Juſtice of 


God, hath waſh'd away . our Sins , | 


in his Blood, and. hath infinitely 
pleas'd God, that we obtain = 


im, not only redemption from 


Hell, but the poſſeſſion of Heas» . 


ven, This was the Deſign of 


Gad's . Love, in giving his ozly 


begotten Sas, that whoever believes 
fbould not periſh but have everlaſting 
Life. Accordingly the Apoſtle 
ſaith, That being. juſtified by his 


Grace through Feſws Chriſt, we | 
ſhould be made Heirs of Eternal 


Life. And hy,'the gracious un- 
| alterable 


4 = meme - the Ha Place 
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[-alterable tenour of the ' Goſpel, 

"theſe great Benefits are inſepara- 

. | ble; 1t being equally impoſſible 

| | that an unpardon'd Sinner ſhould 

_ enter into Heaven, ; of that a par- 
don'd, Sinner ſhould be excluded. 

The Connexion is indifſolvable; 
Whom he juſtifies, - them. he glori> Rom. 8.39; 
| ffes. Nay, 'tis more eallly..cre- 

{ dible, ;that' a. pardon'd'' Sinner, 

ſhould be admitted into the : glo- 

. rious Preſence of God, than that 

| agyulty Sinner ſhould be reconci- 
| led;ito him. ' As ſuppoſing the 

revival of a Phoenix [from its 

Aſhes, *tis more eaſily conceiva- 

' ble that it ſhould take its flight 
upwards, which is the natural 
Motion of a living Bird, than 
that it ſhould 'be reſtor'd to Life 
in ſuch a miraculous manner, In 

| ſhort, Heaven 1s a free Gift to us, 

1 but dearly bought by our Savi- 

| our; 'tis the Gift of God, through #7 

Teſwus Chriſt our Lord. He had a | 

double-Title to Heaven, as the 

Son 


PR 


municably his own : and he ac- 
zquir'd.: it by his meritorious Suf- 
Geiods' 


| levers, who enter into Heaven 
the new and living Way, which þ 
conſecrated for them through his 
F, 


wa He aſcended into Heaven 


to, prepare a Place for "us. 'The 
Aﬀtions of our Saviour may be 
confidered two ways ; either as 
terminated in himſelf, or with a 


relative refpett to Believers, as } 


the Head of the Church. His 


Reſurre&tion was not meerly | 


Perſonal, but hath an operative 


Force in raiſing all the Members | 


of his Myſtical Body: As Da- 
vid's fubduing Goliah,was not his 
own perſonal Viftory ſimply, but 
was extended in its happy Conſe- 
quences to all. his Natwn : for in 
him, as their Champion , "the 
Army of J1/rael-. overcame <q 

Phe 
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Son of God, he was Heir of his] 
Kingdom ; this Title is incom-J 


is he imparts to Be- 
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Philiſtims. Jeſus Chriſt, as Head 
»of the Church, hath broken the 

Domimion'of Death ; and by vir- 
fue of his Conqueſt, the Grave 
ſhall reſtore the Saints at the ge- 
neral Reſurreftion: And his Aſ- 
cenſion was not a perſonal At 
purely to obtain his own Right ; 
but as our Forerunner he is en- 
1 ter'd forus into Heaven. As the 
High Prieſt in his majeſtick my- 
ſterious Habit, with the Names 
.of the Children of 1/ae! upon 
| his Breaſt, enter'd into the Holy 
j- of. Holies; ſo Jeſus Chrift en- 
ter'd into the Eternal Sana 
as our Repreſenter, to take pot- 
ſeſſion of it for us. The Lan- 
guage of Deſpair is ſilenc'd for 
ever, Who ſhall aſcend up to Hea- 
ves to raiſe ws thither ? Chriſt is 
lifted up to the higheſt Glory,and 
will draw all his People after him. 
The. firſt Adaw was from the 
| Earth, Earthly ; but Chriſt is 
the Lord from Heaven, and is 
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Earth deſtroy what*Heaven cans 


return'd to Heaven : and.\ſhallÞ 


not reſtore ? The Apoſtle tells us, 
That Believers it with Chriſt Fol | 
Heavenly Places ;- that- 15,' as'he 
15 the Head of that Sacred Socie- 
ty, his Church ; and his Promiſe 
15 expreſt, To him' that overcomes, 


will T grant perſonally to ſit with 'm 


inmy Throne, even'as T alſo um fer 
down with my Father in his Throne. 
After victorious Obedience; ''the 
Saints ſhall be 'taken into Sove 

raign Alliance'with Chriſt, ane 
reign for eves. - In ſhort, his ex 
cellent Merit is the Foundatio 
of our glorious 'Hope : and- his 
prevailing Intercefſion introduces} 
us into actual Poſſeſſion, He that: 
purchas'd Heaven, ' diſpoſes of it 
by his laſt Will; thus he addref 

to his Father immediately before 
his Death ; Father, I will 'that 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, be 
with me where I am, that thty may 
ſee my Glory : And he has Powe 

ro 
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' to accompliſh his own Teſta- 


ment. - What he hath done al- 
eady for Believers 1s an UNCON= 


troulable Evidence, and invinci- 


ble Aſſurance of what he hath 
promiſed. There 1s a vaſter di- 
ſtance between the Deity and Mi- 
{ery, than between Man and the 
Heavenly Glory. For the Sun 
to go backwards ten Degrees, was 
miraculous: andaftomfhing ; but 
to aſtend the Horizon, is accord 
1ng to natural Order, 'The abaſe: 
ment- of the Son of God was 


ſtupendious, but'his advancement 


fo the higheſt ret 30 is moſt be- 
coming his Divine Relation, and 


' infinitely due' to his exuberant 
Merits, and a firm Foundation of 
Hope, ' that all' his redeemed 
Saints ſbxll be where he is, and be 
conform'd to him in all ſuperna- 
tural Divine Excellencies of Soul 
and Body for ever. 


The 


The Application. 


z. Þ ET us adore the uncon-' 
| ceivable Love 'of God 

who hath prepar'd ſuch a Place of 
Joy, and Glory for hig Children 
o_ they leave the . World. 
The Father prepar'd it 1n his 
Decree fram Eternity, and by his 
- creating Power from the. "Hang 

dation of the World : and wel 
are afſur'd *tis ſuch a Phice and 


of God's Love, that is, tomakes 
reaſonable Creature as happy as 
*tis capable to be. When:Man 
wasturn'd Rebel againſt his Crea- 
tor, when ſo chang'd from the 
Divine Reſemblance impreſt at 
Irk 1 gn Jojo the | 
likeneſs of the Beaſts that pe- ' 
riſh, as the er juſtly of 
proaches him ; then to pardon us, 
E and prefer us ; to reſtore us to his 


% » 1 © Mp 
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- State, as fully anſwers the Deſign | 
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Favour, and. Image, - and the 
neareſt communion with himſelf 
in tus. Palace above, is ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing Mercy as is only pro- 


Per to God who is Love. And the 


Love of: our Redeemer is equal. 


1y admirable 3, when we were ex- 


pelPd'Paradiſe,he makes a:reentry 
for us, and intercepts the ſtroke of 


'the flaming Sword that had de- 


ſtroy'd us. We neither | know 
the depth of our» Miſery - from 
whence we- are freed, nor the 
ighth of Glory to which weare 


raisd by our Redeemer. In. 


what Heart but that of the Son 
of God, 'could ever ſuch compaſ- 
fion' and charity be conceiv'd ? 
He took our Fleſh to Heaven to 
prepare it for us, and interchange- 
ably left his: Spirit on- Earth to 
prepare us. for Heaven. - How 
juſt is the folemn and terrible de- 
nunciation ' of the Apoſtle, He 
that loves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| tet: him be Anathema, Maranatha. 


And 
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' Hands, in compariſon of" the | 


And how- are we obliged ro God 
for the bleſſed and glorious Go» 
ſpel, that infinitely excels all hu- 
mane Books in the matter it con- | 
tains, the everlaſting Happineſs 
of Man, and the certain way to 
obtain it, and in the manner of 
conveying thoſe great and Sacred 
Traths by, Divine Revelation? 
And what 'an Argumenit - of 
thankfulneſs is it to conſider the 
diſtinguiſhing Grace of God' 3 


that when the moſt are fo blind | 
in the clear Light of the Gofj 


as not to diſcover the luſtre of + 

Pearl of Price, and fo immers'd 
in ag ons to Nap tk Loy 
venly Joys, that he is pkaſed t6 
intichten the Eyes of our Mind, 
that we may. know what is the 
Hope of his Calling, and what the | 
Riches of the Glory of his Inhe+ 
rirance in the Saints. The nutt- 
ber of Fools that underftand n6t 
the Price” that is put-4ifto' their 


truly 


< rare _  & BI Av & A OO Ur TOW 


, monds aid Rubies :/ How 


and gerf th Sanſa hope, CE 


i: 9re9kh o lib/in thy 


Mire ofthis Stteets, 10 precious 
Stones of the value, 'Dia« 
affettio- 
nately' ſboalid in give thanks th 
the Father 'who hes tude 12 mweet 


for the Thhbritapce of the' Saints 


ma. ' But we kilve ſack Al- 
ys by the Relicks &f'i rkallty; 

6 without the Heaven! 

rit's i our cold! 


Ny 


. ſhall never beardent and lively if 


the Praiſes 'of | our ' Bleſſed Ben6- 
for, Even Deovid himſelf was 
fain to call upon/his Soul kyitl re- 
peated fervency, andexeite eve- 
ry Faouky- within him; #0 #feſ+ 
8 Lord, who hid fore devs by Ini- 
guivles and redovts dh Life from 
08, and crown'd him with 

bv Kjnaneſs, and tender Mrr- 


| ', Vrom hence we may infer 
the great Guilt of Unbelievers in 
riſtian Church and ſuch 


Þ 2 are 
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are all'thoſe-who implicitly de- 


{piſe and [reje&t Heaven -for the, 


preſent'World. This wilbaggra- 


vate the Sin and Sentenceof the! 
Carnal. and Worldly, | that 'they: , 
. deſpiſe ſuch glorious Realities for. 
empty Vanities. Deſperate Game-. 


ſters, _ that \venture a\Kingdom 
at. every Throw! What 'blind- 
neſs' of Mind, or rather' perverſ- 
neſs of 'Heart-is it, that Men pur- 
ſue with 'their beſt ſtrength: and 
deſires ; | the: fading and. falſe 
World, and {light Heaven an ine- 
ftimable- ani: everlaſting Trea- 
ſure; Certainly when, Death 
{hall ao 37 Eyes, they will 
have chang'd thoughts of Things, 
*Tis related by a: wiſe Hiſtorian, 
That a Citizen pleaded: his own 
Caule of \ great, moment before 
Philip ' King of -Macedoa, wha 
{lept during the Plea ; and a lit- 
tle after; paſs'd,,an' unrighteous 
Judgment againſt him); the in+ 


jur'd Perſon. reply'd, -I ;;appeal ! 
| £1 from 
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from - 
=_ ceny'd 10 preſumptuous to 


within dignation the King 
af To whom he appeal - He 
anſwered; From the King fleep- 
ing, to the/Ki waking. Thus 


Men who are led by Senſe, are 


aſleep, whilſt the Cauſe -of inf 
nite —_—_ irertr) Salva- 


tion, is' faithfull apa = 
Advocates of t 
—_ dermis for th a Inverſe or 
etha Spirit > but 
their wakag Thoughts will dif- 
cover theunrighteouſneſs.of their: 
carnal Judgment. :Inithe. next 


State how will they with reſtleſs 
Anguiſh:remember their [fooliſh 
Bargain, ta:exchangean everlaſt- 
ng) Treaſure for ;, Toys ? 
We may a little conjecture the 
Torments of i the Dami'd, by the 
Terrors of-the Dying); : thn the 
enlightned ' guilty Conſcience 
makes them cry out, O that;we 


F 3 had 


ur3 Sentences A word! 


—_ Sovetaign, that 
g asked | 
ppeal'd': 
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had been wils, {@ to-uſe the 


World thatwe might tryoy God | 


O that we had been:{o.careful to 
have obtain'd an Intereſt in Hea, 

ven, ab wehave been' 'to gain the 
Farch | -:/Then the Dull « Re- 
_ begins that neyer 


=, Let's nake iſt-iur Gadd 
Aim, bur zcatousconftant Endea- | - 


your to |{tcure; our: Title! to this; 
heaven yTnkerirance,” | LetErers 
our Choice, _ _ US: o6e bu 
our Felicity on the Sand, but on 
the Rock that cannot. be ſhaken, 
Godrevad intho Gale, hut 
rev mm t 
every Perſon that ſincerely and 
regularly ſecks Heaven, {ball ob+ 
tain ith and no Perſon ſhall be de» 
priv'd of it, but for his wilful 
negleQ,.' 'Now our Bleffed Savi- 
our, who: open'd the Eternal 
Kingdom, Has declar'd tous upon 


what terms it may be obtain'd, | 


in 
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- both unworth Ap C—_— 


__ rey rhe Sainte above, i - 
in biscanference with Nicodewne:; John 3. 
Ferily, werily 1 ſay nats thee, Ex- 
Cept 4 Maz be borx , he tay- 
not ſee the Kjngdom of God, Na- 
tural Birth, .and CO 
ments, tho never fo- high and 
noble, are of .no advantage there. 
The degene neracy of Man from his 
Primitive Holineſs, makes him 


having a rig 


Heaven, thoue 2 apr Se 


Go. Th fo a Spiritual Regenerati- 
rnatural Inheritance 
FT Iz. the being born of 
Gods, that is, the receiving a 
iple of * Life, and Attions 
hart e to the Life of God, in 
univerſal Halineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs. -  *Tis not a ground 'of Title 
to:Heaven, that we have a natu- 
ral alliance to God, as the Father 
of Spirits in; the firſt Creation, 
but we muſtbe his Off-ſpring by a 
new and more excellent Creation, 
according to our Saviour's words; 
| F 4 That 
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be 


c 1 That which. is born-of the Spirit, 'i3 
Spirit. "We muſt be renewed in the 
$pirit of cour. Minds, ſpiritualiz'd 
in.our Aﬀettions, before we can 
obtain: an /intereſt in: his Lovej 
which was: forfeited by our:Re+ 
bellion, and conſequtiently in his 
Kingdom... Adoption into God's 


Family, and the Line of Heaven; 


is always.in;conjuntion with the 


renovation-of - the Divine Nature 


and Image. in us. © 'The Holy: Spis 
rit -witnefſes with;cour, Spirits; 
that ive 'are the /Children of God: 
but. his |witnefſing is always con+ 
ſequent to his working in us thoſe 
Graces.thatconſtitbteus tobe the 
Children.of | God 1 an humble 
Fear to;offend; him, »ia | Care to 
pleaſe him; a Zeal:for his Glory, 
delight im-Cormmunion with him; 
relignation-to, his Wilband Wi: 
dom, truſt on his Fatherly Love, 
and. a delire to. be_inhis: Blefſed 
Preſence; -- By | the diſcovery,” of 
thele flialAfettions, our _ 
| Clay 
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Relation'is made ſure. The A- 
poſtle infers, If Sons, then Heits. 
HolineſSis the infallible Evidence 
of 'EleQtion;  for- the Veſſels of 
Mevty are prepar'd by Holineſs for 
Glory; the. Seal of Adoption, 
whereby God's Children are di- 
ftinguith'd from the World ; and 


for Heaven, 1s 2 bliſsful State of 
Purity; and the Graces with the 
Comforts of the Spirit, are the 
beginnings of it here. *Tis fur- 
ther to be obſerv'd, that our right 
in the Heavenly Inheritance, de- 
pendsuponour union with Chriſt. 
He inſtates his Members in' the 
ſame Relation with himſelf to 
God;'' Thus- he declares to his 
Diſciples, I afcend to my Father, 
and your Father, to my God, and 
your God, Chriſt's Relation hath 
—_— in Point of Dignity 
and Cauſfality; and he derives 
a Right to us in his Father's 
Houle: We are Coheirs with 
| Chriſt. 


Heb. 12. 23+ 


Chriſt. N our + uverially and 


nece{{aril t the Apoſtle | j 


faith, W; = is in Chriſt, js 4 
mew Creature, For Our vital _ 
on with en. by the Toa 
Spirit on Chriſt's part ; by 

ah BY Love . on _ part. 
Briefly, Without Holineſs no Men 


. ſhall ſee God. The  Exckuinn: is 


abſolute and univerſal of afl _y 
ſanftified Perſons,  *Tis -1 


ſible God admit them -— 
Heaven; for the Rights of Juſtice 
are inyiolable : 'we muſt come to 


Chriſt sTribunal before we come 
to his Throne :: We mult come #0 
God the udg of all, before we are 
admitted into the number . Inf 
Men maae perfect, A 
our Works i e Reward Will 
I Men are gona eta Va of oo 
[2 i mg ow Halinels. 
i{dom appears, in 
he the various ſorts of Creatures 
live in the Elements from which 
they were produc'd, and- have 


_ Na» 
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4 Natures ſuitable to the Places of 
their | Reſidence, 'The Beaſts 


that were form'd from the Earth, 
walk” and reſt there: the Birds 
and Fiſhes that were produc'd out 
of the Waters, the one ſort flies 
in the Air, that is, rarefied Water ; 
the other ſwim in Water, that is, 


. the thickeſt Air ; and that Wil- 


dom more evidently appears in 


ſuiting the ever States of 
Men to their moral Diſpoſitions, 
Thus we muſt be born 

if we would joyfully live above. 
The Apoſtle tells us, That Fleſo 
4nd Blood cannot inherit the Kjng- 
dom of Heaven, Thenatural Bo- 
dy muſt be ſpiritualiz'd and in, 
veſted with Celeſtial Qualities,be- 
t Glon- 
ous Place: and the Reaſon is more 
ſtrong, that earthly ſenſual Souls 
can never enter znto Heaven, 


there being an abſolute Contrari- 


ety, and Oppoſition between the 
habitual conſtitution of ſuch, 


and 


Fig on above, &ve%y, 


"MW Deſcription of the bleſſed Place ; 


2 Cor. 5. 


and that place: and ftate: they 


muſt be Holy and Heavenly, - to | 


be: prepar'd for the Divine +Pre- 
ſence, and to cohverſe with the 
purified Aſſembly Above';-- *rill 


they are wrought for that bleſſed 


Ezd, cleanſed, and purifed, and 
endued with'-Holy Qualities, till 


they are made :meet, they: cannot 
_ poſſeſs the Inheritance of - the Saints 


in Light. . How vain and jmpoſ- 
fible are' the hopes' of unrenewed 
Sinners? The Preſence and Con- 
verfation of the Saints 1s now/an 
offence'to them, -damps their car- 


nal: Jolliry-and. wild' Mirth; for | 


it'upbraids their negle& of Seri» 


_ onus Religion. '' How fearful; will 


the ſight'of 'God be to them ? If 
the unpurg'd\Eye cannot bear.-the 
Yr ory of a Candle, how will: it 
ſuſtain the glorious Light of the 
Sun ? The: Lord's Day, in its 
Sacred employment, 1s their-bur- 
den ; how can they expe&to.en- 
joy aneverlaſting Sabbath Above? 
| How 
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How can there be a lively Hope' 
| of: Heaven,that implies perfeQtion: 
of Holineſs, when they neither 
{triouſly deſire; nor endeavour to 
be Holy? They may have a Cob- 
web- Hope that will be ſwept' a- 
way, ;but Hope that is: as an An- 
chor-to ſecure the Soul, hath'al- 
ways, a purifying jnfluence :oni 
the Heart and Lite, Whoever: John 3. 3; 
hath this Hope of being like to 
Chriſt in! Glory,: purifies himſelf 
even at he i pure. In ſhort, 'as 
the Jews had a .carnal conceit of 
the Meſſiass, and transform'd him 
into a temporal Prince coming; 
with Pomp and Splendor, to free 
their Nation from Bondage, and; 
exalt it to the higheſt Dominican 
in the World : and this Conceir 
ſo ſtrongly poſſeſt them,thatwhet 
the Son'of God, who! was Holy, 
Harmleſs, and Undefiled, and-fe- 
parate 'from Sinners, appear'd wm 
| an. humble ſtate to--reform and 
fave Mankind,they rejeQed _ 
k ad 'T hus 


_ 
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Thus the unregenerate havea car- 

nal conceit of Heaven': 'They can 

- only fancy itas a place of viſt 

ble Glory, and a SanQtuary and 

Refuge from the Torments of 

Hell, and in that Notion defire 

it; but as the Place wherein that 

' Holy God is enjoyed and glorified 

by the Saints, they cannot deſire 
nor delight in it, 


4. From hence we ſhould be 
induc'd to regulate our Minds, 

_ AﬀeQions, and Converſation, be- 
coming our preſent State and fu- 
ture Hopes. Our Father's Houſe, 
our Everlaſting Home is Above, 
and here weare Strangers in Con- 
dition, and ſhould be {o' in Dif- 
poſition to preſent Things. This 
 Thould leflen our Efteem, © our 
Deſires and Delights, and mode- 
rate our Endeavours with reſpe&t 
to the preſent World. *Tis the 
wiſe and earneft counſel of St. Pe- 
ter, Dearly beloved Brethren, I 
beſeech 


; 
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Jo; 1s Peleyims and _ 
gers, ubſtain from fleſbly L 
war arainſs the Soul. Sen al 


"Lufts darken the Mind, that it 


doth not rizhtly value Things, 


Hor | make judicious Compari- 
ſons between ſuperficial fleeting 


Things of Time, and the ſire 

and ſolid good Things of Eterni- 

ty. The lower tes ate 

not _— _—Y I to obtain 
and Future 

RR 1 but intenſely whe 

what is preſent ad 


the ſerious Thoughrs = our _ 


tent Tetture, how frail, how un- 


certain, and of the next State 
how unchangeable and fixt,would 


be effetual to frame our Hearrs 
that we may mahape the Workd 
with indifferent AﬀeCtions ; To 
pejoive in it, as if we rejoiced not ; £ 


to' bay as if me poſſeſſed not ; 
wſe it fo as not 10 abuſe it. 


h the Faith ef the Saints un- 


der 


der the Law upbraid our Infide- 
lity. They had 'not fo clear a 
revelation of the Heavenly State, 


yet they confeſt they were Pilgrims + 


and Strangers on Earth, and de- 
fir'd a better Country. And Da- 
vid not only when he was as a Pa- 
tridg chas'd upon the Mountains, 
but when ſeated on the Royal 
Throne, acknowledges, We are 
Strangers, as all our Fathers were; 
and his AﬀeCtions were according- 


ly weaned fromthe World. Was 


ever Paſſenger {0 fooliſh, that be- 
ing to paſs over a narrow Strait of 
the Sea of a days ſayling, makes 
Proviſions for a Voyage. of a 


Year ? or that will be at. great | 


.coſt to paint an Inn, and adorn it 


with rich Furniture, where he is | 


to lodge but a Night ? "Tis. in- 
comparably . . more reproachful 
folly, to ſpend. the beſt of our 
Time, and'Strength, .and Spirits 


.for the gaining the PF elent World z | 


as 
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as if we were to continue here. 


forever, How many are ſenſual, 
and ſecure in their earthly En 


| joyments, till as the rich Volup- 


tuary, that was cloth'd in Pur- 
ple, afid far'd deliciouſly every 
day, they —_— die, and 
irrecoverably_ a into Hell. 


Juſt hike a Traveller, that lays 


himſelf-' under the ſhadow of 
fome "Frees- in his way Home, 
and ſleeps till the Night with its 


Darkneſs and Dangers ſurprizes 


him, and he is deftroyed by Rob- 
bers or wild Beaſts. How plain 
and neceflary x Leſſon is the va- 
nity and ſhortneſs of the preſent 

fe? but how few effeQually 
learn it ? The P/2/miſt addrefles 


- himſelf to God for Inſtruction ; 


So- teach us to number our Days, 
that we may apply our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom. Let Men fancy what 
they pleaſe of their Tenure here, 
they are but Strangers, and have 

G 0 
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no continuing City here; and the. 
conſequeat. Duty is moſt clearly 
and ſtrongly urged by . the Apo-. 
{tle, Let them feek one to come. 


_ 5, Let our Converſation bein 
Heaven, whilſt we are upon 
the Earth. Every Thing in 
Nature, hath a tendency to its 
Original and Perfettion. Ri- 
vers that. come from the Sea, are 
in a living Motion returning 
thither ; If you ſtop their Courſe, 
and confine them, though in Re- 
ceptacles of Marhle, they, cor- 
rupt and die. The Divine Na- 
ture in the Saints hath a ſtrong 
tendency to Heaven from whence 
it came, and raiſeth the Soul 
by ſolemn Thoughts, and ar- 
dent Deſires, to that Bleſſed 
Place. A Philoſopher that was 
ask'd of what Country he was; 
replied, He was a'Citizen of the 
World. The Scripture TOs 
the 


© und State of the Saints above. 
| the Language, and teaches us 
that we are Citizens of Heaven ; 


1 : © C : Cy et ; 


'3 


we are paſſing to the re pr 


Above, the 'Laxd of Promiſe, the - 


true Land of the Living : and all 
onr Aims and 'Endeavours ſhould 
have a final reſpe& thither.- Our 
Hearts ſhould be where our Trea- 
ſure s. How joyful, how ad- 
vantagious 1s. a Heavenly Con- 
verſfation ? The ſerious .and be- 
lieving Contemplation of Hea- 
ven, 1s a temperate Extaſy, and 
-r 4 the Soul into the Divine 
Preſence : anticipates the Joy .of 
it by a ſweet foretaſt, by a ſu- 
pernatural elevation of Mind : 
by frequent lively Thoughts of 
our Glorious Inheritance, we Bree 
dually enter into it : the proſpe& 
of that cauſes in the Saints, a 
Holy Contempt of the World 
as notworthy our Ambitionand 
Diligence : 1t cauſes ſuch a felt- 
denial-from the inviting tempta- 
G 2 tation 
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tations of Senſe, thar Men, whoſe 
Portion is un this Life, are forc'd 
to. admire: their reftraint from 
thoſe Objets that raviſh Carnal 
Hearts.. A Heavenly Chriſtian 
will improve . {enfible Things 
for {pirixual Ends; as Feathers 
that have a natural Weight in- 
clining to the Center, yet. plan» 
ted in the Wings of a Bard, by a 
living Motion, carry it: aloft in 
the free Air. Our rifiag in the 
Morning, s an Emblem of the 
 Refurrection from the Grave, to 
behold the bright Day of Eterni- 
ty. ' AU the R ents and 
Comforts of the preſent Life, 
ſhould be an advantage to raiſe 
our Minds to God, who is the 
Jupreme. Good, whoſe Fulneſs 
eminently contains all Good, and 
inbaitely exceeds all our Ex- 
pectations. Heavenly Love will 
diy up the Vavity of our 
Thoughts. and AfﬀeQions, and 


reſcue 
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reſcue the Mind from the profti- 
tution to {enſible' Things, and 
moſt pleaſantly exerciſe it upon 
Things Above. Love between 
Friends is 'maintain'd by umme- 
diate Converſe, or by Letrers, 
when abſent : thus is Love be» 
tween God-and the Soul : And if 
God, that is to himſelf his own 
Blefſedneſs, his own. Kingdom 
and Glory, yet is pleas'd in his 
gracious Communications to his 
Children on Earthr; how '#Much 
more ſhould: they by: frequent 
and affectionate Duties, addreſs 
to him who is their eternal Inf» 


' nite Good. Thus they are ac« 


p—_ with him, and enjoy a 
weet Peace, and obtatn an hum- 
ble Confidence of appearing be» 
fore him in his Holy and Glori- 
ous Habitation : "whereas . thoſe 


who live without ' God in the 


Worldare juſtly fearful bf Death ; 
for then the Spirit returns to God 
G 3 that 
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Luke 16. 9. 


that gave ,it. Briefly, let us 
with zealous AﬀeQtions, and per- 
ſevering Diligence prepare : our: 
ſelves Br the Preſence- of God, 
and the Society of Bleſſed - Spirits 
in-our Father's Houſe: Let as 
always abound in the jWork of 
the Lord, knowing our Labour is 
ot iz vain : Let us join Works 
of Charity with Works of Pie- 
ty; employ the fading Riches. 
of the World for the Relief of 
the Saints; that as our Saviour 
Promiſes when we ſhall fail, when: 
in the Hour of Death our Flefb 
and Hearts ſhall fail ws, and our 
Souls 'be diſlodged from ' our 
Earthly Tabernacles,we may be re- 
cerved ' into Eternal Habitations. 
The Everlaſting Judg, that di- 
ſpenſes Rewards -:' and Puniſh- 
ments, . has acquainted us 'with 
the Rule of - Judgment at the laft 
Day : Thoſe who mercifully re- 
heve him in his Members, ſhall 


inherit 
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inherit "the Kingdom of Glory; 
and thoſe who negle& that - Du- 
ty, ſhall be caſt into- the Take of 
Fire. © "Though many who are 
wretchedly | careleſs of doing 
Good according to their Abili- 
, now fatisfy themſelves that 
they.arenot injurious to others : 
Yet it will be a ſmall mitigation 
of their Sentence at laft, that: they 
are condemn'd, not for the De- 
fe of- Juſttce, but of Charity. 


6. Let the belief that there are 
Manſions of Reſt and Joy pre- 
par'd for the Saints in their Fa- 
ther's - Houſe, gloriouſly ſupport 
them under their heavieſt Trou- 

' bles here, This World is the 
DeviPs 'Circnit, wherein he is 
alwayes ranging about ſeeking to 
devour”: The pleafant Things of 
the World are his Temptations to 
eninare the Carnal ; the Men of 
the World are his Inſtruments to 

G 4 OP- 
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cont, Mathem, 


oppreſs the Saints; and were it 

not for the Reſtraints of the Di- 
vine . Power, what Defolations 
would be made in God's Heri- 
tage? *Twasa ftrange and bar« 
barous Cuſtom among the 'Pey- 
{ians, that upon the Death of the 
Emperor, for five days the Em- 
pire was left without Govern» 
ment, And as upon removing 
the. Stone . from the: Fabulous 
Cave of ' F 6/45, the Winds broke 
out in their fury : ſo by taking 
away the authority of 'the Laws, 
licence was giverto, all Licentis 
ouſnels, and the whole Kingdom 
was 1n mortal Paroxiſms. All 
were in Arms, {ome to-do Jnju- 
ries, others to. reyengs;.them : 
the Chaſtity of. none was ſecure, 
but conceal'd, nor; the Eſtates of 

any but defended : the Bridle-of F 
Fear was taken off, no Wicked#s 
neſs but was boldly committed, 
or attempted, and the ' Kingdom 

became | 
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became a Field of Bloody War. 
But when the new King was pro- 
claim'd; all things were immedi- 
ately reduc'd to Order, that the 
—_— of Government might 
be ſet. off by the experimental 
Confuſions and Miſchiefs of A- 


narchy, But if God left the per- 


verted World, and Satan the 
Prince of it, one day to their 
rage againſt his People, did he 
not ſhut i* i» with Doors, and 
Bars, as he doth the impetuous 
Ocean; ſo ſwelling and diffuſive is 
their Malignity, that it would, 
like the Deluge, drown all, and 
not a Remnant of the Saints 
would be left, Yet God wilely 
permits many Temporal Evils to 
be inflicted on his Servants by 
their Enemies, for the tryal of 


” their Fidelity, and their noble. 


Reſolution to glorify him what- 
ever they ſuffer for his fake. 


And it becomes them, with an 


Ul 


A Defeription of the bleſſed Place 
yndifturb'd ':ſerenity of Mind, 
and harmony of Afﬀections, with 
an invincible , Patience; to bear- 
all the Scorn and Contempt, all 
the Malice, and Fury to. which 
they are expos'd upon a Chriſtian: 
account. Let them remember” 
they are Strangers and Sojourners 
here, and live by other Laws than 
the World - doth, which cauſes 
their hatred : But in their Fa- 
ther's Houſe there will-be per-: 
fect Reſt. St. Paul, who had 
experience of both in a ſingular 
manner, - declares, I reckon that 
the Sufferings of the preſent State, 
are not worthy to be compary'd to 
the Glory that ſhall be reveal'd in 
us, In that State of pure Felici- 
ty, there are no remains of Af- 
flicting Evils ; all is Peace, and 
Joy, and Glory. 
' Seneca the Philoſopher, when 
an Exiſe, and confin'd to the 
Mountains of Corſica, entertain'd 
him- 
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himſelf. with the con- 
templation of the. Hea- 
vens; andthe bright Lu- 
minaries, in their . var1- 


'ous -but regular Moti- 


ons.:' Thus when ba- 
nih'd from the Court 


. and City, | he dwelt a- 


mongſt the - Stars, and 
caſting his Eyes down 
upon the Earth, -deſpis'd 
all. Humane - Greatneſs 
and Poſſefſlions, (that are 


_ 


Dum oculi mci ab ills 
SpeQaculo cujus infaria- 
biles ſunr, non abducan- 
tur, dum mihi lunam, 
ſolemq; intueri licear, 
dum czteris inhzrere 
Syderibus, & dum -cum 
his fimz & Ccaleſtibus 
qua homini fas eſt miſs 
cear, dum animam ad 
cogmtarum rerum con- 
ſpefum tendentem . in 
ſublm1 ſemper habeam, 
quantum refert mea quid 
calcem? Conſol. ad Hier, 
C. 9% 
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ſo vainly magnified by figurative 
Flatteries) as we do a grain of 
Sand. Did Philoſophy 1nfpire 
him with ſuch Principles of Pa- 
tience and Fortitude? yet 1t af- 
cended no higher than the viſible 
Heavens. How .much more 
ſhould Faith that raiſes a Chri- 
{itian, by Ingh and ſteady 
Thoughts, to the Supreme Hea- 
ven where the Divine Glory 


{hines, comfort him in all the 
nf Troubles 


oo 
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Troubles of this World. Add 
further, - That *'tis an excellent 
Preſervative from Envy and Fret- 
fulneſs at the Proſperity of the 
Wicked,to conſider that their Fe- 
licity isas tranſient and vaniſhing 


Palm 37. 35, as the Troubleof the Saints : Thave 
3% ſeen the Wicked in great Power, and 


ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay 
Tree : yet he paſs'd away, and lo, 
he was not-: yea, I ſought him, 
and' he could not be found, All 
the Riches, and Greatneſs, and 
Pleaſures of the World are weigh- 


| ed, number'd, and meaſur'd by 


the Pſalmiſt, and found to be as 
light and fading as Vanity. Na- 
ked they came into the World, and 
naked they muſt go out ; and' how 
much more tormenting will it 
be to be ſtript of all their Enjoy» 
ments; how much more ſorrow- 
ful will they be to go from their 
great Poſſeſſions, than for one 


that leaves the World, and never 
had 


end State of the Saints above. 


had them? Their Hopes are like 
the giving up of the Ghoſt, and 
expire with their Breath for ever. 


F went into the Sanituary, -ſaith Plalm. 73; 


the troubled Saint, then underſtood 
T their End : 'Fhe End of their 

Felicity, and the Miſeries of the 
Righteous. Beſides the Evils 
ſufter'd for Righteouſneſs-fake, 
there are innumerable Sorrows 
that befal, the Saints here. How 
many afflicting Diſcaſes,, fad Oc- 


currences, vexing Paſſions har- 


' ras them? Some AﬀMittions are 


{o wounding to their Spirits, that 
no Balm that growns on Earth 
can heal. Bur the lively Hope of 
Heaven is an Univerſal Cure for 
all their Troubles. Let the 
mourning Chriſtian conſider the 
wife Providence of God, that 
orders wr —_ _— his 
Love in fend1 &, a is End in 


all their ictions, Suck is the 


Divine Power that God could im- 
mediately free us from all _ 
bles, ' 
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bles, as cafily, as turn the:/Wind 
from a blaſting Quarter of - the 
Heavens, to the moſt Benign and 
Refreſhing. Are we pain'd with 


Diſeaſes? he can 'more «.eafily 


change the Tone of Nature-in a 
ſickly Body,and make it healthy ; 
than one can change the ſtop in 
an Organ that preſently: alters 
the ſound : but his Love diſpen- 
ſes bitter Things to us, that are 
neceſſary for our | Spiritual and 
Everlaſting Good: His End is 


to prepare us for Heaven, that is . 


prepared for us. The Apoſtle 
declares, He that hath wrought us 
for the ſelf-ſame thing, is God : 
that is, made us fit for the 
Heavenly Glory, The Divine 
diſpoſal of 'Fhings here to the 
Saints, has a certain Order' to 
their Eternal State. He purgeth 
out our vicious guilty Aﬀections 
to the World by ſharp Phyfick, 
that our Hopes of Heaven: may 
be more pure and yigorous, more 

actua- 
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intenſe. Deſires, that we = 


aftuared by ſerious Thoughts and 


feel the ſenſe of the P/almi/f's 
Expreſſion, O when ſball we come 
and appear before God ! 4 
. !In ſhort, Art thou in'the Vale 
of + Tears, languiſhing in Sor- 
row, and dying, every Day * by 
Faith aſcend to the Mountains of 
Spices, the Bleſſed Place Above, 
and thou ' wilt find the Com- 
forts of God to revive and de- 


light thy Soul. 


7. Let this reconcile Death 
to us. The Pale Horſe is ſent 
to bring us toour Father's Houle. 
[The : Apoſtle expreſſes the true 
Chriſtian Temper: Iz this we 2 Cor. $, 
groan earneſtly, deſiring to be clo- 
thed with our Houſe that is from 
Heaven : And' we are willing ra- 
ther to be abſent from the Body, 
and preſent with the Lord. Eve- 
ry Saint in the preſent World is 
both a Priſon and a Captive: = 
90u 
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Soul is detain'd from the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God, by 
confinement to his Body. | 'There- 
fore methiaks he ſhould not mere- 
ly be content to die out of © the 
Neceflity of Nature, when he 
can hve no __ but deſire the 
happy removal, and fay with 
the Plalmft, I rejoic'd when they 
ſaid to me, Let us go into the 
Houſe of the Lord, "Tis true, 
Nature will recode, and the ex» 
tinguiſhing the preſent Life, 
with all its ſenſible pleaſant Ope- 
rations, 1s uneaſy to us : . but as 
when the Candles are put out, the 
Sun riſes in its brightnefs,fo when 
the Natural Life ceaſes, the Spi- 
- ritual Life ſprings forth in its 
Oriency and Glory : When the 
Earthly T ahernacle is difſobu'd, 
the naked. ſeparate Sout fhall be 
receruved into a Building not made 
with Hands, Eternal in the Hea- 
wes. Our joyful AﬀeCtions, in 
leaving the World, and. aſcend- 


ing 
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that they eſteem his loving Kind- 
3 H 
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ing to Heaven, ſhould be in ſome 
manner ſuitable to 'our recep- 


" tion there. ' Whata joyful Wel- 


come will entertain us from God 
himſelf? Our Saviouricomforted 
his Diſciples with a Heavenly 
Valediction, TI go to my Father, 
and your Father ; to my God, aud 
your God. . The Gracious Rela-: 
tion ſweetens the Glorious. He 
that joyfully receives; the rebel- 


, Hous, 'but penitent Son to Grace, 


will joyfully receive his obedient 
Sons to Glory, He that now re- 
ceives their: Prayers with. the 
Aﬀection- of a Father, will re- 
ceive their Perſons with the 
deareſt Expreſſions of, Love.. His 
Fatherly Providence watch'd 0- 
ver them in the Way, and will 
triumphantly bring them Home. 
Here many: Bleſſed Teſtimonies 
of God's Love are given-to the 
Saints, that produce ſuch a ſpiri- 
tual {weetneſs in their. Hearts, 


nels 
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neſs as better than” Life, more 
worth than all the World ; but 
the full revealing of his Love is 
only in Heaven. And asa Child } 
knows by Experience the Love of 

| . his Father, but the Degrees and 
Strength of his AﬀeCtion he does 
not underſtand till arrived at ma- 
ture Age, and fees the Inheri- 
tance his Father enſtates upon 
him. Thus in Heaven only the 
Saints ſhall know the excellent 
and perfect Love of God to them, 
when they are poſſc{s'd of that 
Glorious Kingdom, his moſt free 
and rich Gift, which: tranſcends 
all their preſent Thoughts. 
And our blefſed Redeemer, that 
by fo many Titles has an TInteug 
in us, that is not contented in his 
own Perfonal 'Glory, - without 
our partaking of it, that by his 
Reſurre&tion open'd the Grave, 
and by his Aſcenſion open'd 
Heaven for us; how Cats 
will he receive us ? He eftcems 
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' Believers to be his Joy and Crown, 
and with an extaly of AﬀeSion 
will preſent them to his; Father ; 
Behold I, and the Children that 
God has given me. The Angels 
and Saints Above overflow with 
Joy ; when the Soul, as a pure 
Spark freed from its Aſhes,aſcends 
to the Element of Spirits, how 
joyfully is it entertain'd by that 
Glorious Aſſembly 2 The Angels 
that rejoice at the Converſion of 
a Sinner, will much more at the 
Glorification of a Saint ; and the 
Saints have a new acceſſion to 
their Joy, upon the reception of 
any of their Brethren to that: 

State of Felicity, | 
The Saints of all Ages may 
be reſembled to a Fleet of Mer» 
chant-men that are bound for the 
ſame Part, ſome arrive ſooner, 
others later, according to the 
time of their ſetting out : but 
thoſe who arrive firſt, how do 
they welcome their Friends that 
H 2 come 
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come ſafely afterwards ? An im- | 
perfe& reſemblance how dearly 


and joyfully the Saints that are } 


gone before us welcome thoſe 
whoarrive in Heaven every day, 
knowing the dangerous Seas 
they have paſt through, where 
ſo many have been caſt away 
and loſt for ever. All Hea- 
ven isin Muſick, celebrating the 
Praiſes of God, and' exprefling 
their joyful ſenſe, when'a Vito-. 
rious Saint is come 'to receive his 
Reward. How does this' Confi- 
deration upbraid us, that we are 
ſo unwilling to be diffolv'd, and 
to be with our beſt Friends in 
the beſt Place ? that our Tears 
ard . Sorrows for leaving the 
Earthly Tabernacle, and the low 
Comforts 'of this Life, ſhould 
continue- till we. come to the 
Gate of Heaven 2 How can we 
be content with the Imperfe&i- 
ons of the preſent State ?- Here 
we arc as diltant from compleat 

——_—_ -” 
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Happinels, as the higheſt Heaven 
1s from the Earth, Where is our 
Faith in the Promifes of God ? 


Where 1s our Love to our Re- 
deemer and our Souls ? The loth- 
neſs of a Sincere Chriſtian to.die;, 
and be with Chrift, is a defle&ti- 
on from his Chriſtianity. 

Laſtly, This-ſhould refreſh our 
Sorrows for the loſs of our dear- 
eſt Friends that die in the Lord. 
Here 'is a mournful parting, 
when they are laid in the cold, 
dark and filent Manſions of the 
Earth : when thoſe whom we 
loy'd as our own Souls, are finall 
ſeparated from us, and we {ball 
ſee their Faces no more. And as 
one that 1s directed by the Light 
of a Torch in the Night, when 
*tis taken away, is more -ſenſible 
of the Darkneſs, than if he had 
not been. inlightned by it : $0 
when thoſe dear Friends are ta- 
ken away, whoſe Converſation 


was the Light and Joy of ous, 


| Laves, 
od 
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| Lives, we .are more darkned 

3 ' with. Sorrow, than if we had 
never injoy;d them. Bat if 
we duly conſider "Things, there 
'1s more reaſon of Joy, than | 

- Sorrow, at the departure of the 
Saints. Our Sayiour tells his 
Diſciples, that were mourning 
for his ſignifying that he muſt go 
away, If ye loved me, Fo would 
rejoyce, becauſe I ſay"'T muſt go 

» tomy Father to reign with him in 
Soveraign Glory. Sincere Love 
will make us more to rejoice 
in their Gain, than to grieve for 
our Loſs. Eſpecially conſider- 
ing within alittle while we ſhall }_ 
be inſeparably united inthe King- 
dom of Glory, where Love 
reigns for ever. 
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.. Some Books lately Printed for Tona- 
* - than Robinſon, at the Golden Lion 
#n St. Paul's Charch-Lard. 


A Second Volume of Sermons, on 
at. 25. Fobn 17. Rom. 6, and Sth 
Chapters, &c. Preached by the late Re- 
| verend and Learned Tho. Manon, D. D. | 
| In two Parts. | | 
F Thevanity of the World, with other 
| Sermons. By Exzekgel Hopkins, now Lord 
' Biſhop of Loadon-Derry in Ireland. 
” A FParapbraſe, with Notes and a Pre- 
* face, ' on the 6th of St. John, ſhewing 
+ that there is neither Good Reaſon, nor 
Sufficient Authority, to ſuppoſe that the 
 Exnchariſt is diſcourſed of in that Chapter, 
much Jeſs to infer the Dofrine of Tran- | 
q ſubſtantiation from it. »# 
| |  Grotins his Arguments for the Truthof JF 
/ the Ghriſtian Religion, rendred into "a 
plain Engliſh Verſe. ; 
A Sermon on 1 Jobn 5. 4. { This % the 
Vittory over the World, even our Faith.] 
Preached before the Lord Mayor and 
* Court of Aldermen, &c. Fuly 18. 1686, 
' By Fames Fen, M. A. and Vicar of Gond- 
burſt in Xent. 
A Diſcourſe of Boſom Sins, A Sermon 
(on Pſal. 18. 23.) Preach'd _—_— = 
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Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, +. 
Oftob. 10. 1686, By Peter Newcome, M.A. 
and Vicar of Alderham in Hertfordſhire. 
The preſent State of the Orroman Em- 
pire ;, containing the Maxims of the 'Tur- 
kiſh Polity ; the moſt material Points of 
the Mahometan Religion ;. their Military 
. Diſcipline : With an exaC( computation 
of .their Forces both by Sea and Land. 
By Sir Paul Rycant Knight. | 
A Compleat Journey through — 4 
Containing the Character of the People 3 
Deſcription of the chief Towns, ' Chur- 
ches,Monaſteries, &c. By R. Laſſe Gent. 
The Great Evil of Health-Drinkne ; 
or a Diſcourſe wherein the Original, E- 
vil, and Miſchief of drinking of Healths 
are diſcovered and detefted : With Re- 
medies and Antidotes againſt it, in'or- 
= to prevent the ſad Conſequents theres 


; The Beſt Fence againſt Popery ; or 4 
Vindication of the Power of the King in 
Ecclefaſtical Aﬀeairs, being at Anſwer to 
the Papiſts Objections - againſt the Oath 
of Supremacy, by a Learned Divine. 


